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ABSTRACT 
A WELL OF TRANSFORMATION: MODELING WHOLENESS 
FOR VICTIMS OF ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
FROM A WOMANIST PERSPECTIVE 


by 


Willie Marie Herring 


United Theological Seminary, 2013 


Mentors 


Angela D. Washington, D.Min. 
Donnell J. Moore, D.Min. 


This project examines and seeks to transform the attitudes of women who have been 
abused and neglected who are members of the DaySpring Missionary Baptist Church. 
This examination occurs by using a qualitative methodology with an ethnographic 
approach. The data was collected from cultural interviews, pre-tests, post-tests, survey 
questions, and observations. In addition, a young women’s conference, a six-week Bible 
study series and a four-week sermon series were part of the field experience to bring 
wholeness to these young women. The challenge of transformation in these individuals 


whose attitudes are affected by childhood abuse is one that is slowly evolving. 
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PREFACE 


This research project was born out of the pain of abuse that occurred in the 
writer’s life as a child, teenager, young adult, middle-aged, then, seasoned saint and 
pastor. The older one gets, the better one is able to handle adversity, abuse and neglect. 
The writer has depended on the Word of God to get her through some tough times. After 
doing the research on abused and neglected women, the writer realized she possessed the 
same characteristics of one who had been abused as a child. It is easy to store hurt and 
pain in the back of one’s mind with the hope that it will vanish; however, it manifests 
itself when least expected. 

There are young women in the writer/pastor’s congregation that are exemplifying 
tell-tale signs of abuse early on in their lives. They range in age from twenty to forty-five. 
The writer has a strong desire to help them get over their pain and experience victory. 
Some of the signs are low self-esteem, bitterness, unforgiveness, desirous of being alone, 
lack of involvement and bad attitudes. 

The writer used a qualitative research methodology because she was dealing with 
attitudes and feelings, and an ethnographic approach by interviewing the women to see 
what cultural domains were common among them. They mostly came from similar 
backgrounds, similar abuse issues, similar economic status, and similar marital status. 

The writer proceeded to put together a plan with the help of her professional and 
context associates along with her peer associate. The data was collected from a 
conference that included workshops that spoke to many issues that needed to be 
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addressed, a Bible study series over a six-week period, and a sermon series over a four 
week period. Many opportunities for fellowship occurred during those six weeks. 

The results of the study produced some changes in attitudes, a desire to do more 
in the body of Christ and a desire to forgive those who have hurt them. They are still 
working through the pain and hurt from abuse that occurred early in their lives. The 
project continues until all have dropped their water pots of despair, bitterness and 


unforgiveness, and have drunk from that well of God’s word that will never run dry, 
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INTRODUCTION 


The writer in this project takes a journey to the well of transformation offered by 
the Creator and wishes to share this new freedom with others. The writer has a similar 
story to the Samaritan woman in John chapter four. In Bishop Vashti McKenzie’s book, 
Journey to the Well, each one carries her own waterpots of hope to the well searching for 
enough water to sustain one’s water-toting responsibilities even though the ongoing 
challenges of their lives do not stop. 

Chapter One begins with the story of the writer’s life as it relates to this project, A 
Well of Transformation: Modeling Wholeness for Victims of Abuse and Neglect From a 
Womanist Perspective. The writer experienced abuse and neglect in her childhood as she 
looks back over her life, not realizing at the time that verbal and emotional abuse, 
discrimination, and racism would later have an effect on her self-esteem. Bitterness, pain 
and unforgiveness kept her in bondage. After being called to pastor the DaySpring 
Missionary Baptist Church, the writer observed a group of young women who possessed 
the same characteristics she once demonstrated in her attitude and conduct toward people. 
They also had similar cultural domains as the writer. These ladies were given the name 
DIVAS, meaning Divine Intelligent Virtuous Anointed Sisters, which represents how 
God sees them. 

The writer’s spiritual autobiography and context birthed the title of this project 


with the help of the mentors, peer associates and the Holy Spirit. The writer believes if 


this group’s attitudes are transformed, gifts will be exercised, morals will be 
demonstrated (adults and children), self-esteem will be elevated and the climate of the 
church will improve. The wholeness of these women will be measured using qualitative 
research methodology with an ethnographic approach. 

Chapter two discusses the state of the art in this ministry project. This chapter will 
deal with abuse and neglect as it dates back to the medieval era and the institutional 
churches, especially the Black Church. Because accomplishments of women are not well 
documented, women such as Jacqueline Grant, Rosemary Ruether, Renita Weems, Katie 
Canon, and Eleanor McLaughlin who are womanist and feminist scholars gave their 
professional views on their findings. Their views are based on historical accounts, the 
Bible, literature, art letters, journal, and diaries. 

Vashti McKenzie’s book, Journey to the Well, speaks about personal 
transformation not being a resolution or reconciliation, but an evolution. The caterpillar 
and the tadpole cannot ignore the call to change. The problem is that we can.’ 

This chapter also gives telltale signs of childhood abuse and how the results 
carryover to adulthood. Bruce P. Dohrenwend discusses childhood abuse in his book, 
Adversity, Stress, and Psychopathology. Eliana Gil also discussed this topic in her book, 
Outgrowing the Pain. Andrew Sung Park’s book, Triune Atonement: Christ’s Healing for 
Sinners, Victims, and the Whole Creation describes the word han, a Korean term, which 
means a deep, unhealed wound of a victim that festers in him or her. It may be a deep 


ache, an intense bitterness, or the sense of helplessness or hopelessness of an individual.” 


‘Bishop Vashti McKenzie, Journey to the Well (New York, NY: Penguin Group, 2002), 228. 


“Andrew Sung Park, Triune Atonement: Christ’s Healing for Sinners, Victims, and the Whole 
Creation (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2009), 39. 


Chapter three gives a theoretical foundation for the project. It gives theological, 
biblical and historical foundations to support and negate the hypothesis. Biblical 
foundation discusses such women as Naomi and Ruth who experienced pain, neglect and 
abuse in Ruth 1:20, 21; the harlot Rahab in Joshua 2:9-12 was treated like a moral leper 
because of her occupation; the woman afflicted with an infirmity for eighteen years in 
Luke 13:11-13; the Samaritan Woman in John 4:4-30 represents many women today 
whose lives are out of control, but needs to come to the well in order to survive. 

Theological foundation includes a dialogue between Pelagius and Augustine 
about salvation and human nature or free will. Pelagius protested the decay of Christian 
morals which is prevalent and widespread in the church today. Augustine believes that 
faith is a precondition to salvation. Alister McGrath’s Christian Theology, John 
Burnaby’s Augustine, William G. Rusch’s Theological Anthropology, Elisabeth 
Fiorenza’s Wisdom Ways, which introduces a feminist interpretation of scriptures, and 
others give different views on how this marginal view of women came about and the role 
of women in society. 

Chapter four discusses the methodology and the design of the model used in the 
field experience. The hypothesis: If the DIVAS’ attitudes are transformed, gifts will be 
exercised, morals will be demonstrated, self-esteem will be elevated, and the climate of 
the church will improve, was tested using a qualitative methodology with an 
ethnographic approach. 

Chapter five discusses the field experience; what happened during the actual 
implementation of the project. The collection of data will be gathered from pre/post tests, 


survey questions, cultural interview questions, Bible study/sermon discussion questions, 


and observations. Analysis of data and results is based on pre/post tests, observation and 
study questions seeking if there has been a change and an improvement in attitude, 
confidence, and self-esteem of most of the young women. This is a project that should 
continue because change is a process that takes time. The women are not completely 
whole but are well on their way. 

Chapter six contains the writer’s reflections on the field experience. Suggestions 
are given as to how the project could be made better, the weaknesses and strength, what 
was learned from doing this project and what are the recommendations for future 
research. 

This project was a journey well taken because the writer learned more about 


herself and her own issues. The writer has been blessed greatly. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


Early Years 


Amazingly, being poor was never a concern for young Marie, for her reality was 
filled with unconditional love and contentment although she and her family were indeed 
poor. Born in a home where her father was a traditional Missionary Baptist pastor and a 
mother who was hired-help (maid) at the local university, Marie went to elementary 
school happy and very satisfied with her life each day. Dreading when it rained, Marie 
and her three siblings would prepare their wood- framed home for leaks. Pots were 
placed in the bedrooms, living room, and kitchen to catch the leaks from the drenching 
Florida’s rain. As a result of constant water damage and rotten wood, the old wooden 
home’s living room floor sill was broken causing the floor to sag at a twenty-degree 
angle. Despite her living conditions, young Marie loved her childhood experiences. 

Marie’s mother recognized early that she had a talent for music. Marie would 
often sing at her father’s Baptist church on Sundays. With great love for Marie’s talents, 
her mother, Mary Julia, would sacrifice by ironing the white boys’ clothes from the local 
university to buy an old piano in order that her daughter could have music lessons 
provided to her. These lessons would inspire Marie to open her own school of music in 


their home without any reservations. At the proud age of eight, Marie eagerly charged 


attending neighborhood students five cents per lesson while teaching them music on the 


old piano that leaned twenty degrees from a broken sill in the floor of the home. 


Discrimination 


Marie’s father was a custodian at the elementary school in Gainesville. Marie also 
attended this elementary school. During her formative educational years at the elementary 
school, Marie would encounter an incident that would alter her innocent view on life. 
Marie formed a friendship with the principal’s daughter Easie. Marie and Easie became 
childhood friends who decided one day that they would explore one of the teacher’s 
closets (Ms. Parks) and drink the water they found. This event created a small unpleasant 
incident, and Ms. Parks’ thermos was broken while slipping from the girls’ hands. Ms. 
Parks, who was often mistaken for being Anglo American although she was indeed 
African-American, scolded Marie by calling her Black and ugly, making her feel 
worthless. 

This incident created such discomfort for Marie that she never spoke to Easie 
again, Easie was considered a pecan brown complexion. Marie recalls this moment as her 
first direct confrontation with discrimination because of her darker- brown complexion 
and economic situation. This event opened Marie’s innocent eyes to direct and blatant 
racism outside and within her own race. After the severe scolding, Marie was 
reprimanded with a ruler by Ms. Parks. In addition to receiving a spanking by her teacher, 
she also received another spanking from her father because of the embarrassment. This 
incident created a desire for Marie to strive for academic excellence where Marie would 


make all A’s and receive only B’s from Ms. Parks to gain approval from others. 


Racism 


Growing up in the South, Marie was unable to escape racism. She and her family 
disliked the ugliness of racism. Marie would also see the reality that her father, an 
outstanding man and minister in the community, also faced racism on an ordinary day. 
Several incidents plague the memory of Marie, but she recalls her father stopping in 
Callahan, Florida to purchase hamburgers for the family, and her well-respected father 
was ordered to go to the back door where the dishwater and food were thrown to receive 
the family’s order. 

Despite the racism and continuing to strive to love all people, Marie was 
confronted with racism again at the local grocery store while buying a loaf of bread for 
the family. She answered the white clerk’s question by saying yes. He then insisted that 
she say yes sir. This instance created another incident of discomfort and commotion for 
all parties so much so, that her aunt came to the store to apologize for Marie’s actions. 
Marie began to learn that racism was real, especially in Florida and life has a way of 
offering many situations, and one must be willing to learn from life’s lessons and 


challenges. 
Questioning God 


Life definitely brings challenges. Nate, Marie’s brother, developed a high fever 
soon after birth. As a result of the fever, Nate would become deaf and hard to understand 
when he spoke. In those days, Nate was considered deaf and dumb. Nate also attended 
the same elementary school Marie’s father worked. No one at the school wanted to admit 
that Nate had a problem, which needed to be addressed through professional resources. It 


was hard to see that Nate needed an alternative school that would meet his special needs. 


Marie and Nate were close as siblings, and Marie never wanted to see him away from the 
family, however, God intervened and guided all decisions that would change the course 
for Nate as well as the family. Through divine guidance, God confirmed Nate’s need for 
an alternative school designed for his special needs. This was the best decision for Nate. 
Years later, Nate learned sign language and lip reading. Nate also went on to graduate 
and receive a job in janitorial services at the local university and become a proud father 
of three children. After thirty years of service at the university, Nate retired. In 2005 Nate 
had a massive heart attack and passed away. This single event created a series of 


questions for Marie to ask God. Why? 
Middle Years: Combatting Rejection 


For young growing Marie, racism, rejection, and overcoming were becoming all 
too familiar. Marie always knew that she was different and she has always wanted 
everything that the Lord had for her. In the eighth grade, Marie desired to be a 
cheerleader and compete for one of the opening positions. With great determination 
Marie worked hard but was rejected. When another position came available, Marie tried 
again and became selected as one of the members of the team. Marie discovered that she 
had the mental and physical capacity to push pass the fear of rejection and overcome all 
odds. 

Continuing to develop spiritually, personally, and musically, Marie’s mother 
decided to send her to Mrs. G’s music school to learn to play the piano. It had been 
rumored that Mrs. G had great success with her students; however, she was very 
intimidating. Marie again was faced with overcoming extreme odds; she was required to 


learn to play several songs by the notes, however, Marie had trained herself to play by 


ear. Mrs. G’s harsh teaching style of, hitting the knuckles with a ruler, would motivate 
Marie to work hard although her time spent with Mrs. G was intimidating. One day Mrs. 
G asked Marie, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” Marie responded, “I want 
to be a math teacher.” Mrs. G informed her that she would never be any kind of teacher 
because of her lack of reading music. She would continue with the notion that Black 
women cannot be math and science teachers because they were not smart enough to learn 
the material especially if they could not read music. Devastated by what she heard and 
experienced, Marie would later aspire and become a successful math instructor in a 
renown international baccalaureate program at one of the high schools that became 


number two in the world. 
High School: More of God 


On her way to a football game one night, Marie stopped by a local community 
Pentecostal church in her cheerleading uniform to seek for the Holy Ghost, the gift of 
speaking in tongues. Marie went inside and went to the altar at the appropriate time in the 
service and began to call on Jesus. Je-Je-Jes, Marie continued to say until her saliva 
began to appear like foam coming from her mouth. Unaware of the passing of time, she 
noticed that the game would be starting shortly. Jumping up with her pompoms, she 
headed toward the exit door. An older woman of the church stopped her and said, “You 
cannot be a cheerleader wearing that kind of cheerleading uniform if you receive the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost.” This statement caused uneasiness in Marie’s spirit; there was 
something unsettling about the old sister’s comments. Although uneasy, the God of 
Marie’s understanding was bigger than that comment. Marie believed God was bigger 


than cheerleading uniforms, football games, pants, make-up, boyfriends, dancing, and 
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simply having clean fun. This experience was added to Marie’s spiritual frame of 


reference that created a yearning for more of God. 
God’s Grace 


High school went well for her academically and socially. She became Salutatorian 
of her high school class, member of the National Honor Society, Spanish Club, Math 
Club, and the Science Club; however, as many young people are accustomed, Marie’s 
high school years were experiences of life’s growing pains: unexpected situations, family 
struggles with alcoholism, personal tragedy, and the extended grace of Jesus Christ 


restoring every element of Marie’s life. 
College Life 


Off to college, Marie aspired to excel in the studies of mathematics. Her drive to 
succeed was at full throttle making A’s and B’s, singing in the college’s gospel choir, and 
singing and traveling with the college’s gospel ensemble. College would be the place of 
new adventure, new life, and new identity. After graduating with a Bachelor degree in 
Mathematics with a husband and a baby, Marie went on to the local university and 
graduated with a Master Degree in Mathematics Education. She continued to pursue her 
academic career by graduating from Nova University with a Specialist Degree in Math 
and Gifted Education. In the meantime, she had begun speaking in churches on Women’s 
Day, Youth Day, and doing workshops and seminars. She began to teach Bible study in 
her home, sing at nursing homes, raise money for Alzheimer patients, cancer research and 


help the poor and homeless. Marie had a passion for helping the less fortunate. 


1] 


Family Life and Struggles 


Marie was married to Len Sr. in May of 1971. To their union, four children were 
born: three daughters and one son. The Lord has always shown favor in the lives of Marie 
and her children. All of them were great students and three of them were great athletes. 
Two of them received track scholarships to Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
University (FAMU) and the University of Wisconsin respectively. Both are graduates of 
these schools. Two of the girls recetved academic scholarships to FAMU. God’s hand of 
favor has always been on their lives. 

Her only son broke his leg in the third grade and was in a full body cast for two 
months; however, he went on to become the state of Florida’s triple jump champion in 
high school. He then went to the University of Wisconsin and became the Big Ten 
Champion in the triple jump. He competed for the Olympic team unsuccessfully, but has 
a great attitude about competition and his source of strength and ability. 

Early in his life, Marie’s son was in track competitions and never won. He was on 
the junior varsity basketball team and never played in a single game. He never quit. He 
persevered with a spirit of humility against all odds. He often cried on his mom’s 
shoulder and wondered what he was doing wrong. Marie always encouraged her son to 
hang in there because God had something special for him because of his commitment and 
attitude. His work ethic was unmatched. His desire to be the best drove him to work long 
and hard. His failings did not resonate in him that he was a failure. He believed that if he 
worked hard, it would pay. He wrote his goals on paper and taped them to the wall of his 
bedroom. Every morning, he would thank God for allowing him to reach his goal. One of 


his goals was to jump fifty feet in the state track meet because it had not been done that 
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year. Marie’s son’s competitor from Jacksonville jumped fifty- one and a half feet at the 
state meet. Her only son was behind in the competition. He had not broken the fifty-foot 
mark yet. His family was there, cheering for him. Marie saw her son kneel to pray before 
his last jump. When he ran down the runway and triple jumped in the pit, they measured 
the jump. He had won the triple jump with a jump of fifty-one and nine tenths feet. He 
was on his way to having scouts look at him and his potential. What an example this 
young man was to his peers and his own family. He never gave up. He had the tenacity to 
stick with the sport and to work hard. There were times his competitors would make fun 
of him because he had a small frame. He never got into a talking match or bragging triad 
with them. He would recite, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Marie’s son is presently a pharmaceutical sales representative in Atlanta, Georgia 
where he still has that competitive spirit from his track days. He is number one in his 
company in sales. To God be the Glory. 

The girls have done equally as well but not with the same aggressiveness and 
positiveness. The girls have great work ethics and are aggressive 1n their career pursuits. 
The Lord has favored them in allowing them to prosper in all they assigned their hands. 
To God be the Glory. 

At the age of fifty-nine, Reverend Nate Sr., Marie’s father passed away because 
he was not able to receive a kidney transplant. The doctors believed Reverend Nate 
lacked the economics that would afford him to pay for the transplant, and since he could 
not pay, Reverend Nate was not worthy of a kidney. He lived eighteen years with one 


kidney. Marie’s brother, Nate Jr., also passed away at the age of fifty-six of a massive 
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heart attack. It was always in Marie’s subconscious mind that she would not live past 


fifty-nine. She is presently sixty-two years old. Praise the Lord. 
Accepting the Call 


Thirty-five years of teaching mathematics was a joy. Marie loved her students and 
the interaction with colleagues and friends. However, there was a sense of urgency for 
her to retire. She did not understand the urgency since she was only fifty-six years old 
and everything was going very well. 

In nineteen ninety-six, Marie went to a Full Gospel Fellowship Conference in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. There had been many sleepless nights and visions of the Call to 
Ministry. “Choose ye this day whom you will serve. I’m calling you to a higher place, to 
preach the Gospel to dying men, women, boys and girls. It’s time to unveil and go forth 
as my representative.” The Voice (she heard) in her mind was sounding louder and 
louder. 

That night at one of the sessions, Pastor McCullough was preaching a sermon 
entitled “My neck is too fat for this yoke.” As she listened to the message, she saw 
herself coming forth into what God wanted her to be, and that was, to be a preacher of the 
Gospel. And with the anointing, it will destroy every yoke, ever fear, every spirit of 
inadequacy, every (feeling of) low self-esteem, and will give her boldness to carry the 
Word and preach it with power. After leaving the conference in New Orleans, Marie had 
a new attitude. 

After returning home, Marie told her husband she needed to talk to him. She told 
him it was nothing bad, but he needed to sit down. Then she told her husband she had 


been called to preach and this is something that had been tugging at her for years, 
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however, she finally feels free enough to discuss it. He responded by saying, “I thought 
you were already preaching. I saw the hand of God on your life years ago.” Marie called 
a meeting of the children to get their input. She told them that her life was going to 
change dramatically because the Lord had called her to preach. Her family is with her 
wholeheartedly. Now, she can go on with boldness to declare the Word of the Lord in all 


the land. She can now take on anybody and anything. 
Abuse In The Pulpit 


Marie grew up in the family church, and the people knew her. In 1999, Marie was 
licensed to preach. After Reverend Gant licensed Marie, he was confronted with the 
possibility of being blackballed by the Baptist Association. At the licensing, it was 
standing room only. Marie remembers Reverend Gant saying to her: “Why did you tell 
all these people to come? I just wanted to keep it within the church family.” Everyone 
was there, seemingly, to wish her well as she did her trial sermon. After the licensing, 
Reverend Gant changed. He became very mentally and emotionally abusive to Marie. 
Later, Marie would learn that the pastor had a problem with women in authority. 

There were many places that Marie would have an opportunity to preach and 
proclaim the Word of God, however, she would also experience continual disrespect and 
disregard to her gifting by being asked not to preach from the pulpit but speak from the 
floor. Marie did not mind speaking from the floor as long as the Gospel message of Jesus 
Christ was extended for salvation to the people. Marie continued to press on in ministry. 

There are many instances then and fewer now where male preachers asked her to 
preach from the floor and not from the pulpit. She spoke at a conference for women at 


Reverend M’s church. Marie had learned early on that you never go into another person’s 
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pulpit unless you’re invited. He never welcomed her; neither did he come inside the 
church to hear her. 

The more she was suppressed, the more opportunities Marie had to speak in other 
areas across the state of Florida. Her reputation preceded her in these areas. People were 
able to judge for themselves, rather than take the word of a few pastors. Those few 
pastors were able to convince many other missionary Baptist pastors in the area that 
Marie was bad news. 

Marie’s husband, Len Sr., grew up in the United Methodist Church where he was 
accustomed to seeing Women tn Ministry. He was appalled at the lack of respect shown 
to his wife by Baptist Pastors. He was aware of some incidences of disrespect his wife 
experienced. Marie worked to cover up the male chauvinism and disrespect shown to her 
as a woman preacher. Never giving up, Marie continues to persevere through hard times. 

On another occasion, Marie was invited to preach and help raise money for 
Reverend Frank who was at a church with a small congregation. He welcomed her in his 
pulpit on many occasions. However, at his installation, there were other male pastors and 
preachers there. He made sure the ushers gave her a seat in the audience. He acted as if he 
did not know her when he was around the fellows. This scene has played out over the 
years, just different churches. 

Marie was invited to preach at a large Baptist church in Orlando, Florida for their 
Women’s Day service. She had a seat in the audience, waiting for the pastor to invite her 
to the pulpit. She had never met the pastor, Reverend Wesley, so she did not know who 
he was. The women ministry’s president invited her to the pulpit. Reluctantly, she went 


to the pulpit asking, “Where is the pastor?” No one knew the answer to that question. She 


16 


found out later that the pastor was in his office and did not come out until the service had 
begun. It was a great service, but the pastor never introduced himself to her. Marie 


graciously recognized him in the protocol. 
Journey To Ordination 


After Reverend Gant left DaySpring Missionary Baptist, Marie’s home church, 
the church was without a pastor for two years. Deacon Raoul led the church through 
those difficult years. Deacon Raoul had heard Reverend Wesley teach at the state 
congress of Christian education and was moved by his teaching. He invited Reverend 
Wesley to come and preach at DaySpring one Sunday. Reverend Wesley had since 
resigned from his church in Orlando and was not pastoring at the time. When Reverend 
Wesley walked in the door, Marie recognized him immediately from Orlando. He was a 
great fit for the church; well-educated, articulate, great preacher, great teacher. However, 
he was not looking for a church at that time. He too, recognized Marie. Reverend Wesley 
had gone through a spiritual transition since leaving Orlando. There was a difference in 
his attitude and countenance. There was a spirit of humility and brokenness that was not 
recognized before by Marie. This man was different. 

Deacon Raoul invited Reverend Wesley back to teach Bible Study, Sunday 
School, baptism and preach on several occasions. The congregation grew to love him. 
After eight months, the church called Reverend Wesley to be its pastor in 2004. He was a 
wonderful pastor who had a heart for the people. Marie served her pastor well. In 2005, 
Reverend Wesley announced in Bible Study that the Lord had spoken to him about 
ordaining Marie, What a shock to those present, including Marie. Her mouth flew open 


and her eyes welled up with tears. The congregation began clapping and cheering as if 
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they had been waiting for this announcement. Reverend Wesley had not made mention of 
this news to Marie. Marie did not want Reverend Wesley to go through the turmoil she 
had gone through; being ostracized, blackballed, talked about, disrespected and rejected. 
She felt it was not worth losing his position in the state convention and state congress of 
Christian education. Reverend Wesley said, “I have to do this or the spirit won’t let me 
rest.” He said he was compelled to ordain Marie, which should have been done years 
earlier. 

Reverend Wesley decided to ordain Marie in February of 2005 with one hundred 
percent support from DaySpring Missionary Baptist Church. What a grand occasion. 
People came from miles around to witness this historical event in the history of the 
Spring and the missionary Baptist churches of Florida. Reverend Wesley began to get 
messages from male preachers requesting that he not ordain Marie because it would start 
an epidemic of women wanting to be ordained and the next step would be pastoring. 
Reverend Wesley was the talk of the convention and pastors with potential women in 
ministry. They tried to persuade him to not go through with this ordination. There were a 
few male pastors in the local area that agreed to serve on the catechizing committee: 


Reverend Willie, Reverend Greg, and Reverend Cecil. Marie passed with a high score. 
Not Without A Struggle 


Reverend Wesley began looking for a place to host the ordination since 
DaySpring was too small. St. John’s members requested that they host the event. The 
pastor of St. John Missionary Baptist Church was not enthusiastic about hosting the 
ordination, however, his people pressured him to do so. Then, Reverend Wesley needed a 


preacher for the worship service. He asked the Reverend Kim, Pastor of Mt. Pisgah 
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United Methodist Church to preach the message and Reverend Wesley directed the 
ceremony. Reverend Kim later became superintendent of the North Florida district of 
United Methodist Churches. She was outstanding; however, there was no missionary 
Baptist preacher who would preach the message other than the few who were not afraid 
to be affiliated with such a controversial event. The Moderator and most of his pastors 
were noticeably absent from the service. Since there was no order of service for the 
ordination of a woman, Reverend Wesley wrote his own and took excerpts from the 
traditional male order of service. Together, Marie and Reverend Wesley came up with a 
document tailored specifically for Marie. At the end of the service, the pastors that were 
in attendance took communion with Marie instead of laying hands on her. Because of the 
controversy, Marie and Reverend Wesley decided against laying of hands by the clergy 
because of negative spirits being released. Reverend Wesley was the only one who laid 
his hands on Marie. 

The pastor of St. John, the church that hosted the ordination, found a reason to 


leave before the ceremony began. 
Glimpses of God’s Power 


Marie has always yearned for more of God and to be used by Him. A bible study 
was begun in her hometown, which included a circle of her friends who were seeking 
God’s guidance. A young man whose name is Jake was the Bible teacher. They decided 
to name the Bible study group, The Shining Stars. In that Bible study, they learned the 
Word of God and how to trust Him in all things. A test of her faith came soon after its 


organization. 
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Marie’s mom became very ill, sick unto death, about twenty-five years ago; The 
Shining Stars came together and prayed. The doctors told her to get in touch with the rest 
of the family because her mom would not make it through the night. The Shining Stars 
Bible study group came to the hospital to pray around her mom’s bedside. Afterwards, 
Marie went home to wait for the call from the hospital. The next morning after hearing no 
news from the hospital, Marie called the intensive care nurse to get the update on her 
mom. The nurse replied, “She’s eating breakfast and we’re waiting for a room to become 
available so we can move her out of intensive care.” Marie did not believe the nurse. She 
thought the nurse was trying to hide Mrs. Mary Julia’s true condition since they were 
talking on the phone. So Marie hurriedly dressed and rushed to the hospital. When she 
got there, she found her mom sitting up in the bed eating with a different glow on her 
face. On the day before, she was semi-comatose with a doomed prognosis. Today, she 
was sitting up in the bed eating and talking about a dream she had. She said, “I dreamed 
these people were standing around my bedside dressed in white holding hands. There was 
this man in the middle, who was also dressed in white that said I was healed from the 
crown of my head to the sole of my feet. When I woke up, I was very hungry and 
requested food.” Marie could hardly believe her eyes at the miraculous recovery of her 


mom. God is a prayer- answering God. He was teaching Marie to trust Him. 
Journey To The Pastorate 


In 2007, there was a sense of urgency for Marie to retire from the school system. 
She was not pressured to retire because she was an excellent math teacher who had 
received many awards. There was no reason to retire. She was not at retirement age and 


could not receive social security. What was this sense of urgency? She has always 
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wanted to go to Seminary because of her thirst for knowledge and wanting to know more. 
Maybe this is why the Lord nudged her to retire early. Marie retired in June 2007. Marie 
toured the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) in Atlanta, Georgia since her 
daughter and son lived in Atlanta. She was ready! Now, she’ll get a chance to do what 
she has always wanted. 

In July 2007, her mom became ill. She was rushed to the hospital and Marie’s life 
turned upside down, again. Her mom became bedridden from that day forward. Marie 
was going to her mom’s home to take care of her, because her mom refused to leave her 
home. Maybe this is why the Lord was leading her to retire early. Someone needed to be 
there to cook, clean, wash clothes, keeping mom clean and give her medicine around the 
clock. Marie’s oldest brother, Richard lived with mom but was not as helpful as he could 
have been. However, she was grateful for what he did. 

In October of 2007, Reverend Wesley informed Marie that the Lord had told him 
that his time was up at DaySpring and Marie should be the pastor. Her mouth dropped 
and she could hardly catch her breath. “What do you mean I am to be the pastor?” asked 
Marie. “We’ve never had a woman pastor at this church or any other missionary Baptist 
church in this North Florida area. This church will not agree to this. Furthermore, I have 
no one to take care of mom, and I'd like to go to Seminary.” Reverend Wesley looked at 
Marie and said, “Pray about it.” 

This is not what Marie wanted to do. She enjoyed evangelizing and serving 
Reverend Wesley. She did not need any more headaches in her retirement. Her mom was 
pressing heavy on her heart because she refused to put her in a nursing home despite 


suggestions from her brother, Richard. Furthermore, she was not qualified to pastor any 
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church. Her knowledge was limited as related to affairs of the church and business 
administration. She was not the right person for the position, she thought. 

Marie decided to pray about it and seek the Lord as she had done many times 
before on behalf of other people. Now it was time to go to God for herself. 

After a month of seeking the Lord, the Lord made it clear that it was His doing and He 
would provide. As soon as she said yes to God, He placed people around her who could 
help take care of mom. Marie’s sister who was adopted by her parents came back on the 
scene clean from alcohol and drug addictions; several ladies from the church volunteered 
their time because of their love of mom; a cousin and a niece helped by spending time. 
There was a schedule made where mom had round the clock care. 

There was a meeting at the church that was moderated by Reverend Willie, an 
outsider to the Spring. The church voted unanimously to accept Marie as pastor of the 
church. As Marie looks back now, Reverend Wesley had subtly turned the church over to 
her by allowing her to teach all the Bible studies, preach twice a month, allowing her to 


make administrative decisions and be in charge of church in his absence. 
Praise The Lord 


Since March 2008, the church has tripled in size of congregation, thirty percent of 
the people are candidates for baptism, has a growing young people’s ministry and young 
divas ministry (age 20-45). The education of the members in the Word of God has 
continued, the spiritual service of the church has been ignited, the unity of the members 
has improved, and the love of God has shone abroad in their hearts. The church is 


acquiring more land and is planning to expand within the next two years. The church is 
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presently setting up mission (prison, nursing home, elderly) ministries and evangelistic 
ministries. The spirit of the Lord is in the Ministry of DaySpring. 

The call to pastor has taught Marie many things, more importantly, it has taught 
her how to be non-judgmental pertaining to people. All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. God has taught her not to level the sin. The church is a spiritual hospital for 
all who are sick. Therefore, everybody is included. The call has taught her to realize she 
is just a tool in the hand of God. She is a good listener and has the gift of empowering 
people. She loves people and she loves giving. She believes in working hard and many 
times finds it hard to accept what others do; however, she is becoming more and more 


tolerant of others. 
Context: The Name 


DaySpring Missionary Baptist Church gets its name from Luke 1:78 “Through the 
tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us,” and verse 
seventy-nine reads, “to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” DaySpring means “to spring forth the day,” and, 
Jesus Christ is our DaySpring from on high. It is the little church by the side of the road, 


located at 1945 N.E. 8” Avenue, in Gainesville, Florida with zip code 32641. 
Statistics 


This church is located in a state where the population stands at eighteen million 
people, making it the fourth most populous state in the United States. It is made up of 
sixty percent White, seventeen percent African American, eighteen percent Hispanic or 


Latino, two percent Asian American and one and one-half percent American Indian. 
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Florida has one of the largest African American populations in the country, but ranks the 
second highest Latino population in the East Coast outside of New York State. 
DaySpring is also located in Alachua County that has a population of 217,955 
with seventy percent White and nineteen percent Black. In Gainesville’s zip code 32641 
where DaySpring is specifically located, there are 10,415 Blacks and 3,290 Whites. Even 
though Gainesville is a college town where the median household income is $71,030 
compared to Florida’s median household income that is $47,219, DaySpring’s 
community median household income is $25,157. Residents with income below poverty 
level are 40.4% compared to the state’s 14.9%. Needless to say, the DaySpring 
community is a very poor community where the schools have failing grades and are 
classified as Title I schools. Median home sale prices in 2010 were between $50,000 and 
$80,000 and the cost of living index is low at 82.8 compared to the United States average 


at 100.! 


How the Context Came to Be 


DaySpring Missionary Baptist Church had no formal written history that was 
recorded by the church until the previous pastor, Reverend Wesley, insisted that the 
church begin to explore its history and record it. 

One of the mothers, Sister Mary Julia, who was ninety years old at the time, 
began to talk about the history of DaySpring. The church learned it was established in 
1914 under the name Oak Grove Church in Worthington Springs, Florida. The church 
later moved from Worthington Springs, Florida to Gainesville’s Turpentine Quarters and 

'Zip Code 32641 Area (Gainesville, FL), “Profile-Homes, Apartments, Schools, Population, 


Income, Averages, Housing, Demographics,” http://www.city-data.com zips/32641.html (accessed October 
2012). 
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changed its name in 1948 to DaySpring. Worthington Springs was noted for its medicinal 
spring water, swimming and picnicking for Anglo Americans. The African American 
families were there strictly for work. 

As time progressed, with much prayer, land was purchased at a cost of ten dollars 
to establish DaySpring’s present location (1945 North East 8" Avenue, Gainesville, 
Florida). Previously, the church went from house to house. The church chose a group of 


men as trustees to handle the church’s business. 
Call to the Pastorate 


The Lord continues to progressively move the church forward in the teaching and 
preaching of His Holy Word and the flowing manifestation of his Holy Spirit. He has 
moved nontraditionally in the licensing of a woman in 1999 by Reverend Gant who was 
serving as pastor at that time, In February of 2005, God moved on the heart of Reverend 
Wesley to ordain the present leadership who became the first woman to become an 
ordained pastor of a traditional Missionary Baptist Church in the North Central Florida 
area. After much prayer, the DaySpring church family met on May 7, 2008 and voted 
unanimously to install the present leadership as the twelfth pastor. The historical 


installation service was held on June 8, 2008 at the DaySpring Church. 
God’s Grace 


The DaySpring congregation continues to be made up of the lower middle class to 
below-poverty level people who mainly live in a below-poverty level community. 
DaySpring is located in a community where there is a large number of single-parent 


households led mainly by women of ages twenty to forty-six. The women in the 
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congregation out-number the men by five to one. There are eleven members with four- 
year college degrees and ten members with two to three years of college out of a 
membership of approximately one hundred seventy. There are thirteen married couples 
and fourteen married persons where only one spouse belongs to DaySpring. There are 
approximately fifteen retired persons. Most people have a job either full or part-time and 
some have been laid off recently because of the economy. There are approximately thirty 
active youth. 

Under the present leadership, people are being taught to tithe and give 
sacrificially amid the recession. The present leadership believes that education is the key 
to being a productive person in society; therefore, two scholarships were begun. 
Reverend Wesley began one of the scholarships in honor of Marie’s mother. Marie’s 
children in honor of Marie and her husband began the other scholarship. These 
scholarships are given each year to deserving high school seniors with high academic 
averages and community service hours. Members give to both scholarships and/or 
sponsor programs to assist in raising funds. Four recipients of the scholarship named after 
Marie’s mother are members of DaySpring. The recipients of the scholarship named after 
Marie and her husband are members of other churches in the community and have 
attended Brown University, Florida A & M University, Santa Fe College, Florida State 
University, Bethune-Cookman University and the University of Florida. 

Under the present leadership, land has been purchased to expand present 
sanctuary, ministries have begun, a van has been purchased, one hundred thirty-six 


people have been added to the membership roll over a three-year period, worship services 
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are exciting, Bible studies are productive because there is evidence of changed lives, 
Sunday school participation has increased and the number of tithers has increased. 

One of the new ministries, Divas at the Spring, is designed to meet the needs and 
address the issues of young women, ages twenty to forty-six. This group is not very 
active in the church. Even though they are the largest group, they mainly come to 
worship, bible study classes and maybe a few in the choir. They consist mainly of single 
parents who are heading their household. It is difficult to get them motivated to work 
because of the issues in their lives. It is destrous that these young women will get to know 
one another, share information to help them get through their crises, fellowship and share 
the Word. This group, if motivated, can make a vast difference in the church and 
community. It is desirous of the Pastor to create programs to encourage them in Christian 


discipleship and commitment, and move them from victims to victors. 


Bringing Women Together 


The Lord gifted the present leadership to be able to bring women together across 
denominational and cultural lines to put together an Empowerment Revival in January 
2011. The Pastor has a unique way of recognizing one’s gifting and empowering her or 
him in that gift. The Holy Spirit led her to choose the brightest and most spiritual women, 
along with seven women pastors, in the county and plan a strategy for winning the Lost. 
Churches were trained in evangelism and intercessory prayer. The women prayed and the 
churches evangelized their communities. Transportation was provided for the new 
converts and people who did not have transportation. The budget was met before the 
revival took place. One of the largest AME Churches in the city hosted this group, thanks 


be to God. The Missionary Baptist pastors were not supportive of this mission; therefore, 
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they encouraged their people to stay home. Every night of the revival produced a packed 
house. People were saved, delivered and set free. To God be the Glory. The Baptist 
pastors expressed to the leadership, when she went to encourage their support that she 
should have initially come to them before going to the women. They accused the pastor 
of pulling their women away from their churches. They believed that the Empowerment 
Revival was in competition with the Citywide Revival, which was sponsored by six men 
and one woman, the pastor of DaySpring. The program of the Empowerment Revival 
consisted of a female evangelist from Atlanta, Georgia, and male and female participants 


in the order of service. The congregation of DaySpring actively participated in this effort. 


Strengths and Weaknesses 


People who visit DaySpring but have their memberships elsewhere were asked to 
list what they perceive as strengths of the church. They listed the following: they feel the 
friendly atmosphere when they walk through the doors; people seem to respect their 
leader; people seem to be willing to follow the leader; people don’t need to be pumped 
and primed to worship; kitchen staff operates with a spirit of excellence; pastor seems to 
be reachable and down-to-earth; congregation is involved in the community; pastor 
brings people together and wants best for people. 

The weaknesses listed are: people need to be modestly dressed; outreach ministry 
is weak and some people do not respect other leadership in the church, for example, 
deacons, ushers, etc. 

When the members of the congregation were asked to give strengths and 
weaknesses of the church, these strengths were listed: diverse group of people; large 


contingent of young people; open minded and dedicated pastor that’s committed to the 
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Word; an increase in attendance at worship, Bible study and Sunday school; great music 
ministry; great support system-pull together in times of crises; tithing has increased- 
people adhere to the Word of God more; people are serious about God but have a great 
sense of humor; great leadership in some of the ministries; the church pulls together to 
support one another; DaySpring has church every Sunday. 

The congregation listed weaknesses as: the church does not offer optional services 
to meet the needs of the people in the community (presently, services are only at 10:30 
A.M.); the church does not offer breakfast; lack of unity among deacons; no youth 
Sunday where youth are totally in charge; preacher is biased when it comes to addressing 
some situations; pastor needs to address certain issues and be more observant; walking 
during communion; services are too long; change order of service; mission ministry 
needs to be activated; some people want to hold on to traditions that do not enhance the 
Kingdom; people do not want to change as they continue in this twenty-first century; 


congregation does not know each other well. 
Why We Are Here 


The Pastor has struggled in the past to overcome challenges of low self-esteem 
that manifests itself through feelings of unworthiness and inadequacy, causing one to 
have problems receiving accolades, gifts and compliments. Perfectionism is a product of 
low self-esteem. She insists on doing things with a Spirit of excellence. Her slogan 
among the congregation is, Don’t let the ball drop, meaning, do not allow anyone to be 
embarrassed while speaking or performing in front of an audience. Always come to their 


rescue, 
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Low self-esteem manifests itself in personal spiritual relationship with God where 
there are fleeting moments of doubt in God’s abilities. One is always amazed at what God 
does tn his or her life as if one does not believe He can do abundantly above all you can 
ask or think. 

As a result of low self-esteem, one can have spiritual burnout, member 
dependency and possible moral failure. The Pastor needs to take more time for herself 
and family. She cannot reach out to other pastors because of the nature of the religious 
community in the local area. Pastors sometimes need a chance to talk over difficult 
problems with other leaders. The Pastor always feels that she is intruding on the valuable 
time of others, Christian leadership is frequently a lonely and difficult responsibility. 

The Pastor believes she was called by God to pastor DaySpring. This is a 
congregation that has the same self-esteem issues she once had, but needs to come forth 
in their gifts to be used for the up building of God’s Kingdom. She believes she has been 
divinely placed there to empower women who have been abused and neglected and had 


similar experiences as women in ministry. 
Synergy Analysis 


The pastor of DaySpring Missionary Baptist was not chosen by accident to 
minister to the hurting, splintered congregation. This is the ideal context for the pastor to 
use her experiences to minister and bring about transformation by the aid of the Holy 
Spirit in the lives of particularly young women of ages twenty to forty-five. The 
writer/pastor believes this age group was targeted because this is the range of ages where 


the abuse and neglect manifested and was realized in her personal life. 
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Being a woman pastor in the Missionary Baptist Church has not been without its 
challenges. There were times of rejection by other male pastors because of their biblical 
and social beliefs about women along with their male chauvinism; however, to be an 
efficient and effective leader, one has to stay focused on the call of God and be cognizant 
of His voice. 

Even though the pastor/writer was challenged early on with rejection and mental 
abuse, the power of the living God gave her the strength and perseverance to push past 
the pain to help the congregants at DaySpring to do the same by preaching, teaching and 
applying the Word of God. 

The pastor decided to go back to school to enhance her ministry at the age of 
sixty-one to show the young people and elderly alike that they can do the same. She 
encourages members to persevere toward the things in life they want and become the 
committed Christians they have been called to be by God. 

One of the greatest periods of rejection in the pastor’s life occurred after she had 
been called to pastor DaySpring. The church was a member of an association that was co- 
founded by her father, Reverend Nate who was the moderator for many years, The Pastor 
grew up in this association attending and participating in all of the activities; Congress of 
Christian Education, Fifth Sunday Unions, State Conventions, pageants, oratorical 
contests, etc. Surely, the Association will accept her as the pastor of one of its member 
churches. 

After three months of pastoring, a letter came in the mail stating that the church 
and pastor were no longer members of the association and the right hand of fellowship 


was being withdrawn because of violations of biblical principles. The pastor wrote a 
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letter requesting that they list the biblical principles and state the document that was used 
to withdraw the right hand of fellowship. Neither the moderator nor the state convention 
president responded to the letter. 

Her next step was to hire a civil rights attorney to fight the dismissal. The pastor 
believed the Lord was using her to blaze a trail for women in ministry in the Missionary 
Baptist church. After talking with her husband, she had a change of heart and decided to 
discontinue the pursuit of a discrimination lawsuit. 

When the pastor decided to remain focused on the ministry God had entrusted to 
her, the Lord blessed in a powerful way by adding members and ministries to the church. 
One of the ministries is the Divine DIVAS of the Spring which consists of women ages 
twenty to forty-five who struggle with poverty, rejection, neglect, abuse and self-esteem 
issues. 

The mission statement of the Divine DIVAS of the Spring: We, the young 
women’s ministry at DaySpring, are organized to promote fellowship and support for 
young adult women on their journey to becoming whole in Christ Jesus. The goals of the 
ministry are: to encourage young women to develop and maintain a close relationship 
with God; encourage involvement in community service; address significant issues that 
young women may face; equip young women to utilize their gifts in outreach for the 
Kingdom of God; pray continually for one another in sisterly love; listen to one another 
without being judgmental; read and study the Word in order to experience spiritual 
growth and transformation. 

The pastor can relate to all of the issues experienced by the DIVAS because of her 


childhood and young adult experiences. The Lord has called her to DaySpring for such a 
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time as this to be a well of transformation in the lives of these young women through the 
preaching, teaching and application of the Word of God. God has called her to model 
wholeness through the power of the Holy Spirit for those who have been rejected, 
neglected and abused. God has called her to empower women by promoting education, 
relationship with God, fellowship and allowing them to have a platform to foster their 
gifts. 

The acronym for DIVAS, dedicated intelligent virtuous anointed sisters, 
represents how God sees them and how they need to view themselves. These sisters will 
become whole at the well of transformation by dropping their water pots of rejection, 


abuse and poverty and tell a dying world that Jesus lives. 


CHAPTER TWO 


THE STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY PROJECT 


In Vashti McKenzie’s book, Journey to the Well, the goal of personal 
transformation is not resolution or reconciliation, but evolution. You evolve to your 
created center or purpose, a purpose poured into you while you lay in your mother’s 
womb. The caterpillar and the tadpole cannot ignore the call to change. The problem is 
that we can.’ 

Throughout the writer’s life, there were many instances of rejection and abuse 
especially as it relates to women in ministry. But this rejection and abuse did not just start 
in the writer’s life; there is a history of this problem that dates back to the Medieval Era 
and to the institutional churches and more specifically in the Black Church. There are 
women in the pews that feel invisible because of the pain of abuse and rejection in the 
home, on the job, and yes, in the church. 

Women in leadership roles date back to the Greek, Roman and Jewish culture and 
religion. Despite rejection, oppression, silence and seclusion, women have been able to 
lead, take care of their families and educate themselves. Rabbis taught their daughters the 
Torah in secret because their cultural tradition denied them formal education. Women 
were treated mainly as property especially in the ancient Jewish society; women were 


counted with acres, houses and cattle. 


‘Bishop Vashti McKenzie, Journey to the Well (New York, NY: Penguin Group, 2002), 228. 


33 


34 


Accomplishments of women in a particular society were not well documented; 
therefore, it took womanist and feminist scholars like Jacqueline Grant, Virginia 
Mollenkott, Rosemary Ruether, Renita Weems, Katie Canon, and Eleanor McLaughlin to 
give their professional views on their findings because of the neglect and marginalization 
of women by the patriarchal system. Their views are based on historical accounts, the 
bible, literature, art, letters, journals, diaries and other writings that were considered 
sacred by various religious groups. 

There are those, such as H. Wayne House in The Role of Women in Ministry 
Today, who believe that to do this undermines the traditional role of women in society 
and the church. Paradigm changes in major institutions such as the church move slowly 
because the values of the institution are deeply embedded into their personalities and 
those of their participants. Any change that threatens the values of the paradigm threatens 
the personality, often causing an intense emotional response.” 

When one has a vested interest in a person, group, or institution remaining the 


same, one views change as a negative rather than a positive. Change is also viewed as 


destroying the fabric of social values that under gird an institution, society, person, or 


group.” 


History often interprets women as the weaker sex or even the lesser sex. The 


Bible and History of interpretation give a similar portrait. But neither the Bible nor 


Delores C. Carpenter, “The Professionalization Of The Ministry of Women,” Journal of 
Religious Thought, 43, no. 1 (Spring/Summer 1986): 61. 
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history denies that women-by personality, gifts, skills, or charisma-have contributed 
much to their societies and the growth of the church.’ 

Women were empowered to provide leadership even as they struggled in 
circumstances that are demeaning by today’s cultural attitudes. The historical framework 
of female leadership must have a dual tension. It requires a balancing act between making 
women visible and discerning insights into oppressive systems.” 

Women appear to have had a multiplicity of authoritative leadership roles in 
Greek, Roman, and Jewish societies according to sources. Female leadership is not new, 
and neither are the struggles and challenges female leaders face. 

Women in ancient Greece and Rome lived between two extremes. One was the 
ideal patriarchal role of the obedient silent wife working in the home in seclusion. The 
other was the woman who challenged the ideal of male dominance and superiority. Often 
a woman such as this was wealthy, owned property, and exercised a role in political and 
religious society.° 

In today’s society, there are certain political parties attempting to turn back the 
hands of time to the rise and dominance of the Patriarchal system, where it makes the 


decisions about women’s health and what they should do as it relates to their bodies. 


Women in today’s society have found their voice and are speaking out against this return. 


‘Rosemary Ruether and Eleanor McLaughlin, Women Of Spirit: Female Leadership In The Jewish 
And Christian Traditions (New York, NY: Simon and Schuster, 1979), 16-20. 


°Turid Karisem Seim, The Double Message: Pattern of Gender in Luke and Acts (Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon, 1994), 9-10. 


°Vashti M. McKenzie, Not Without A Struggle: Leadership Development for African American 
Women in Ministry Revised and Updated (Cleveland, OH: The Pilgrim Press, 2011), 4. 
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Women who have been abused and neglected are realizing they still have power 
and are moving from victim to victor by becoming whole at the well of transformation by 
dropping their water pots of despair, bitterness, and pain. 

The writer experienced abuse and rejection at an early age in her life that 
continued to present. The writer has overcome the pain and victimization of abuse to live 
a victorious life in Christ Jesus, just as the Samaritan Woman in John, Chapter 4. Abuse 
and neglect in most cases begin in childhood. Bruce P. Dohrenwend in his book, 
Adversity, Stress, and Psychopathology, speaks to this issue of childhood abuse: “Sick 
and disorganized societies produced sick and disorganized citizens.” Similar ideas were 
put forward specifically about the putative casual role of lower social class or 
socioeconomic status (SES).’ 

If we are to assess the role of event-related adversity in the occurrence of 
Psychopathology in the general population, we must consider possibly stressful events 
that occur more frequently in the lives of individuals than the events in the extreme 
situations of human-made and natural disasters. Individual examples of such major, 
stressful events in more usual situations include: the death of a loved one, undergoing a 
marital separation or divorce, losing a job, becoming homeless, suffering a serious 
physical illness or injury of various types, contracting HIV infection, being a victim of 
child abuse or rape. 

In assessing the impact of such experiences as representations of adversity, we 
must face the fact that the individual’s behavior plays a large part in the occurrence of 
many of these events and that, to the extent that it does, individuals can create the 


*Bruce P. Dohrenwood, Adversity, Stress, and Psychopathology (New York, NY: Oxford 
University Press, Inc., 1988), 3. 
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calamitous circumstances to which they are exposed. Their infidelity, for example, can 
lead to the institution of a divorce action by their spouses; their poor performance can 
participate in loss of a job; their poor health habits can contribute to a serious physical 
illness; their carelessness, to an injury; and so on. Fatefulness, and hence the role of 
adverse environment in the sense of misfortune, is thus a matter of degree.® 

Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (1987) defines the noun adversity as 
corresponding to a calamitous or disastrous experience and a condition of suffering, 
destitution, or affliction. A more inclusive synonym for adversity is misfortune, which, 
like adversity, “may apply to either the incident or conjunction of events that is the cause 
of an unhappy change of fortune or to the ensuing state of distress.” 

The consequences of childhood victimization extend well beyond childhood and 
adolescence and persist into young adulthood. Childhood abuse and neglect affect a wide 
range of domains of later functioning, including intellectual and academic performance, 
as well as behavioral, social, psychological, and emotional outcomes. Furthermore, these 
sequels most likely represent only the tip of the iceberg. However, some of the expected 
outcomes (such as the increased risk for alcohol problems) did not emerge, raising 
questions about at least one presumed consequence.” 

These findings also illustrate the importance of gender and contextual variables in 
understanding the consequences of early childhood victimization. On the one hand, the 
increased risk for Anti-Social Personality Disorder (ASPD) in men clearly conforms to 


gender roles and with the notion that men are more likely to direct their pain and 


*Ibid., 6. 
"hid., 5, 
Dohrenwend, 90. 
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suffering outwardly. Similarly, the increased risk for alcohol problems in women is 
consistent with a gender role expectation and with the notion that women are more likely 
to manifest their distress in more inward directions. On the other hand, it was found that 
abused and neglected women are also at risk for ASPD and for criminal behavior (see 
Maxfield and Wisdom, 1996)."' 

Less is known than one would wish about the long-term consequences of 
childhood victimization and the process liking child abuse and neglect with later 
outcomes. Considering the areas of functioning potentially linked to childhood 
victimization, it is likely that there are multiple pathways by which these early stressful 
and abusive life experiences influence behavior.’ 

Some of the pathways from abuse and neglect in childhood to adult outcomes 
maybe direct and may persisting through adolescence, young adulthood, and into 
adulthood. Abused and neglected children have shown aggressiveness and behavior 
problems in childhood and have manifested higher rates of delinquency in adolescence 
and antisocial and criminal behavior in adulthood. It is also likely that this pathway leads 
to abusive behavior in the home, as in spouse or child abuse. However, for many abused 
and neglected children, the consequences of their earlier childhood victimization manifest 
itself in other ways, such as in self-destruction behaviors or suicide attempts. - 


Eliana Gil, Outgrowing the Pain: A Book For and About Adults as Children, 


gives a framework for determining whether one has been abused as a child by answering 


bid. 90. 
Ibid., 91. 


hid. 92. 


everyone acts in an anti-social way at some point in their lifetime. The difference is 
someone with ASPD is not acting, that is who they are, and that is a very important 
4 


distinction. ' 


The following questions can help a person determine if childhood 
abuse occurred: 


e Do you think you’re crazy? 
¢ Do you have trouble finding friends, lovers, acquaintances? 


e Once you find them, do they dump on you, take advantage of you, 
or leave? 


e Are you ina relationship you know is not good for you? 

e Are you getting beaten up? 

@ Does your partner drink too much? 

e Are things okay sometimes, but never for long enough? 

e Are you always doing for others, but find no one returns the favor? 
e Are you distrustful and afraid of others? 

« Are you suspicious, resentful, and angry at others, often explosive? 
e Do you find others are always taking their anger out on you? 


e No matter how many good things others tell you, do you end up 
thinking they are lying to you? 


e Would you rather stay home alone, and lonely, than face people 
you don’t know, who may not like you?” 


“Bryan Deloso, Wordpress.com “Anti-Social Personality Disorder/Sociopathy; What It Means 
And Why We Need To Start Paying Attention,” http://fairlane.wordpress.com/2007/05/10/anti-social- 
personality-disordersociopathy-and-why-paris-hilton-should-be-incarcerated/ (May 10, 2007). 


'SEliana Gil, Outgrowing the Pain: A Book for and About Adults as Children, Reissue edition, 
(New York, NY: Dell Publishing, 1988), 6. 
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Affirmative responses may indicate to a person that childhood abuse has occurred. 
Hopefully, a person also acknowledged the impact of this experience on some of his or 
her thoughts and feelings about oneself and people in his or her life. 

There are many people and organizations willing to help. Counselors in many 
areas have started groups for adults physically, sexually, or emotionally abused as 
children, and individual therapists are also available. There are also self-help groups, 
hotlines, and other resources which one may find useful.’’ 

So many adults who survived because abuse was never detected in their childhood 
have been over looked far too long. So many adults, like the writer, didn’t realize until 
they were grown just how dysfunctional their childhood really was. A person trusts his or 
her parents to know what is best; therefore, the pain is minimized or dismissed. 

Many times, abused and neglected women, will experience feelings of guilt. They 
are attacked again and again by reminders of their sin. “You blew it! You always fail! 
What is the matter with you? God could never use someone like you!” 

One’s defense is the helmet of salvation. God has taken care of sin once and for 
all through the cross of Jesus. Salvation in Jesus is firm and cannot be lost. God has 
already given all a role to play in his Kingdom. Go forward with God. Be sure of His 
power to defect your sin. Psalm 69:29 (NIV) reads “I’m in pain. I’m in deep trouble. 


God, save me and keep me safe.”"® 


rh id., 85. 
hid. 


'§International Bible Society, Free on the Inside, Bible: New Testament (Colorado Springs, CO: 
International Bible Society, 1998), 19. 
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In Andrew Sung Park’s book, Triune Atonement: Christ’s Healing for Sinners, 
Victims, and the Whole Creation, he described the word Han, a Korean term, which 
means a deep, unhealed wound of a victim that festers in him or her. It can be a social, 
economic, political, physical, mental, or spiritual wound generated by political 
oppression, economic exploration, social alienation, cultural contempt, injustice, poverty, 
or war. It may be a deep ache, an intense bitterness, or the sense of helplessness, 
hopelessness, or resignation at the individual and collective levels. '” 

Abused and neglected women will sometimes allow their wounds to fester and 
result in bitterness, hopelessness and helplessness. However, Jesus came to liberate and 
heal them (from their Han). As a result of His work for the downtrodden, He was marked, 
arrested, and executed. On the cross, He cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lemas 
sabacthani [My God, why have you forsaken me]?” (Mk 15:34). He experienced God’s 
abandonment as the victims of sin and violence did. His outcry over God’s forsaking him 
in time of trouble is the voice of the Han victims. The living Jesus and the Paraclete 
respond to the outcry of the Han of victims.” 

Thank God, Jesus understands what one goes through when one experiences the 
pain of abuse and neglect. All one has to do is cry out to Him for help, and the Paraclete 
(The Holy Spirit) responds. Jeremiah 33:3, 6 reads, “Call to me and I will answer you and 


tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know. Nevertheless, I will bring health 


’ Andrew Sung Parks, Triune Atonement: Christ’s Healing For Sinners, Victims, And The Whole 
Creation (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2009), 39. 


*Ibid., 41. 
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and healing to it. I will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and 
security.” 

Millard J. Erickson states in his book, Christian Theology, about fellowship, “The 
body is to be characterized by genuine fellowship. This does not mean merely a social 
interrelatedness, but an intimate feeling for and understanding of one another. There are 
to be empathy and encouragement (edification). What one experiences is to be 
experienced by all. Thus Paul writes, “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together” (1 Cor 12:26). The church in the book of Acts 
even shared material possessions with one another.””” 

Attitudes toward the abuse of women date back to Biblical times. However, there 
have been women who occupied positions of leadership and influence. Miriam assisted 
Moses and led the Israelite women in singing and dancing after the escape from Egypt 
(Ex 15:20-21). Deborah was a judge of Israel, and Jael slew Sisera (Jdg. 4:17-22). 
Esther saved the Jewish people from being destroyed by Haman. 

Women have at times been regarded as, at best, second-class members of the 
human race. They have not been allowed to vote or to exercise other rights enjoyed by 
men, and wives have in some cases been regarded as virtually the property of their 
husbands.”? The Biblical world was one in which women had few rights, or at least far 


fewer than men. To some extent, the Old Testament did not overturn this situation but 


accommodated to it. Yet from the beginning there were indications that in God’s sight 


21 Women’s Devotional Bible, New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1984), 


843. 
Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1985), 1038. 


Tbid., 545, 
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women have equal status. These indications increased as time went on and the special 
revelation moved progressively to higher levels.” 

Rahab is a woman like many today who has to make a living for her family. It is 
believed that Rahab’s father, mother, brothers and her father’s entire household lived 
with Rahab or is supported by her. As a result of providing support for her family she has 
to earn a living as best she can. Many women will allow themselves to be abused, 
neglected and misused in order to make ends meet. This may have been the best 
occupation for her because of her beauty. Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary states that 
according to Rabbinic tradition, Rahab was one of the four most beautiful women in the 
world and was the ancestor of eight prophets, including Jeremiah and the prophetess 
Huldah.”” 

The writer, like Rahab, allowed herself to be emotionally abused as a woman in 
ministry hoping to be one day accepted by male clergy. 

The attitude of Jesus toward women and his treatment of them are also instructive 
to us. Although a Jew ordinarily had no dealings with Samaritans, and particularly not 
with the blatant sinners among them, Jesus engaged the adulterous Samaritan woman in 
conversation because he cared about her spiritual condition (John 4).”° 

Donald Shaner has summarized well Jesus’ relationships to women: “It is striking 


that Jesus did not treat women as women but as persons. He took them seriously, asked 


“hid. 


*>Thomas Nelson. Nelson’s IHustrated Bible Dictionary. Thomas Nelson Publishers (Nashville, 
TN, 1986), 898. 


**tbhid., 547. 
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them questions, encouraged their potential, and lifted them up to the dignity that they 
deserved,’ 

Because God is God, He deserves the right to interject into history whomever he 
pleases, man, woman, boy or girl. He is not in a box designed by man. He is Jehovah, 


God Almighty. 


71onald W. Shaner, “Women in the Church,” Foundations 23 (July-September 1980): 221. 


CHAPTER THREE 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Biblical Foundation 


The Bible includes many instances of abuse, neglect and rejection of men and 
women mainly by people in authority. The Gospel of Mark reads, “And he began to teach 
them, that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of 
the Chief Priests, and Scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again” (Mk 
8:31 NKJ). Jesus suffered and was rejected by the elders, chief priests and scribes. He was 
even killed, but three days later, he arose. Jesus said, in this world you will have 
tribulation, but I have overcome the world. If Jesus was abused (suffered) and rejected, 
then he gives the example of how to respond. Rise to the occasion by dropping the water 
pots of low self-esteem, poverty, rejection and abuse and run to tell a dying world that 
there is hope in Jesus. They can rise from the well of transformation and exemplify the 
change one makes when one meets the Master. 

The Bible speaks to women who are rejected and abused and informs them how 
the Lord is able to turn their situation around and cause transformation in their lives. In 
the book of Ruth, it tells the story of Naomi and Ruth which paints the beautiful picture 
of loyalty, friendship, and commitment-both to God and to each other. Naomi means my 


joy, my bliss, or pleasantness of Jehovah, and is a name suggestive of all that is charming, 
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agreeable, and attractive. Until deep sorrow overshadowed her, one can understand 
Naomi having a nature corresponding to her name. 

Although her character came to be purged and enhanced by her suffering, Naomi 
had innate nobility that gave her personality and irresistible charm.’ 
George Matheson fittingly states, 

To all appearance Naomi was desolate. Husband and children were 

gone-The place of Sojourn was a land of strangers-the voices of 

the old sanctuary were silent. Her heart and spirit were broken; her 

conscience was up in arms. The God of her fathers, she felt, had 

deserted her for her desertion of Him. She must retrieve the past- 


she must go back—back to the old soil, back to the favor of her 
God. 


Many women have found themselves in the same place of rejection, sorrow, 
heartbrokenness, desertion—and because of their plight, they cannot live up to their 
name, Christian. 

Ruth 1:20, 21 reads: And she said unto them, call me not Naomi, 

call me Mara [bitter]: for the Almighty hath dealt bitterly with me. 

I went out full, and the Lord hath brought me home again empty: 


why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testified against 
me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? ° 


Naomi is back in Bethlehem empty, even though she left there fill. She left 
Bethlehem with plenty-prospering, living life to its fullest, but returned in poverty and 
stripped of that she once had. How devastating this must have been to go from plenty to 
empty, married to widowed, young to old-which often yields hopelessness and despair. 
God has a way of transforming one’s situations from Mara back to Naomi when one 
agrees to drop his or her water pots of discouragement, hopelessness and despair. 


‘Herbert Lockyer, All The Women Of The Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House), 
116. 
"Tbid., 117. 


*Life Application Study Bible, K.JV (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.). 
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Another woman who was perhaps treated as a moral leper because of her 
occupation of harlot—a woman who yields herself indiscriminately to every man 
approaching her.* Even though prostitution was not viewed as horrifying as it is today, 
the Bible speaks of harlotry with moral revulsion and social ostracism. Therefore, many 
in the city of Jericho rejected Rahab. Frequently women like Rahab are more often sinned 
against than sinners. Man’s lust for the unlawful is responsible for harlotry.° 

When Joshua sent the spies to Jericho to view the land, they stopped at Rahab the 
harlot’s house. When the King of Jericho sent for Rahab to bring the spies to him, she hid 
them on her roof and sent the King’s men a different way. She said to the spies, 

I know that the Lord has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and 
that all of the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you. For we have heard 
how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and 
what you did to the two Kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordon, 
Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. And as soon as we heard these things, our 
hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you, for 
the Lord our God is God in heaven above and on earth beneath. Now therefore, I beg you, 
swear to me by the Lord, since I have shown you kindness that you also will show 
kindness, that you also will show kindness to my father’s house, and give me a true token 


(Jo 2:9-12 NKJV). 


“Lockyer, 131. 


Ibid. 
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Rahab is a woman like many today who has to make a living for her family. 
Rahab’s father, mother, brothers and her father’s entire household lived with Rahab or 
are supported by her. As a result of providing support for her family she has to earn a 
living as best she can. Many women will allow themselves to be abused, neglected and 
misused in order to make ends meet. This may have been the best occupation for her 
because of her beauty. Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary states that according to 
rabbinic tradition, Rahab was one of the four most beautiful women in the world and was 
the ancestor of eight prophets, including Jeremiah and the prophetess Huldah.’® 

Rahab was willing to risk everything she had for a God she barely knew. Today 
one can worship this same powerful, miracle-working God who is powerful enough to 
destroy sin in its most vile form. God is also powerful enough to save us from certain 
death as was done with Rahab. She became an ancestress in the royal line from which 
Jesus came as a savior of lost souls. Poor, defiled, rejected, abused Rahab became the 
faucet for the Water of life. 

The Gospel of Luke (13:11-13) discusses an afflicted woman with a spirit of 
infirmity for eighteen years who was bowed together and could not lift her self up. She 
was in the synagogue on the Sabbath to hear Jesus teach. If she had not been in the house 
of God that day, she could have missed her miracle. In spite of bodily afflictions, home 
cares and chores, lack of finances, low self-worth; people should find his or her way to 
the sanctuary where the Lord is ever present to participate in true worship. The woman’s 
deformity must have caused her a great deal of anguish, embarrassment, abuse, rejection, 
and mental despair, but she experienced the power of God, one who had come to destroy 


“Thomas Nelson, Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers 
1986), 898. 
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the works of the devil and heal the mind and body. What Jesus did in the physical realm 
for this woman, He is able to accomplish spiritually in our lives in which there are many 
crooked things needing to be made straight (Is 42: 16).’ Whether one has physical or 
spiritual disorders, with the word from His mouth and/or the touch of His hand, all are 


available to the godly. 


The Samaritan Woman 


In John 4:4-30, 39, the Samaritan Woman represents many Christian women in 
the church today whose lives are out of control, but need to go to the well in order to 
survive. The last thing these women expect is a divine intervention from the carpenter, 
Jesus, who can fix anything and give them hope. Women who have been abused and 
neglected find themselves in need of a well of transformation in order to get their lives 
back on track. 

Water is used to sustain life. Water was needed for cooking, bathing, drinking, 
washing clothes, and refreshing the throat of humans and animals because of dry 
conditions. The task of retrieving water was given to the women. If there were no water, 
life would be miserable and would lead to physical death. Water is one of the most 
essential elements of good health-it is necessary for the digestion and absorption of food; 
helps maintain proper muscle tone; supplies oxygen and nutrients to the cells; rids the 
body of wastes; and serves as a natural air conditioning system. 

The task of getting this important element to the family was given to the women, 
no matter what else may have been going on in their lives. Why would a matter of life 


and death be put in the hands of a woman who experienced racial and gender prejudices 


"hid., 234. 
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by a patriarchal system and culture? So insignificant is she that she is a nameless female. 
However, about noon that day, Christ, a Jew, and the God-Man, met this Samaritan who 
was a woman, whose life was to be transformed as a result of her encounter with Him. 

When one is stuck in the desert of life and water is running low or one is out of 
water or need fresh water, get to the well. Jesus will meet you there. Hold on to hope! 
Faith requires all to hold on to hopes, not fears. Everyone has fears, physical and mental 
but they have different names: loneliness, abandonment, low self-esteem, addictions, 
abuse, emptiness, rejection, health issues, identity crises, unhealthy habits, unhealthy 
relationships or pain.* 

The disciples were surprised to see Jesus talking in public with a woman, which 
was directly contrary to the rabbinic precepts of offering that a man should not speak in 
public to his own wife, and the words of the Law should be burned rather than taught 
publicly to a woman.” 

However, when Jesus found her she was living with a man who was not her 
husband, He did not expose her sin to others. So when she asked Jesus for the living 
water of which he spoke, He replied: “Go, call thy husband.” Her life had to be a clean 
receptacle to hold the living spring, so Jesus revealed the foulness that had to be 
destroyed in order to go forth and live a victorious life. She said humbly, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus replied, unmasking her secret, “Thou have well said...For thou has had 
five husbands, and he whom thou hast now is not thy husband.” The woman believed He 


must be the Messiah and became a powerful witness to her remarkable discovery. 


’Vashti M. McKenzie, Journey To The Well: 12 Lessons On Personal Transformation (New York, 
NY: Penguin Compass, 2003), 31. 


"Lockyer, 237. 


5] 


In her enthusiasm she left her water pot behind: her pain, abuse, rejection, life- 
style, low self-esteem. She became a witness and declared He must be the Christ for 
whom both Jew and Samaritan were looking. Women can find wholeness at the well of 
Transformation because Jesus Christ is the well of transformation. When one comes in 
contact with the well of transformation, a change has to take place in one’s attitude, 


perspective and heart. 


Theological Foundation 


Since “Pelagianism began as a protest against the decay of Christian morals,”!° 


the author believes the discussion between Augustine and Pelagius is relevant to 
addressing the issues of abused and neglected women in the church. The discussion deals 
with relevant and pertinent topics of salvation and human nature or free will. 

Augustine perceives Pelagius as “a man fired with a burning indignation against 
those who instead of laying the blame of their sins upon their human wills put it upon 
their natural constitution as men, and seek to make that nature their excuse.”"' Pelagius' 
theology was based upon two principles: “that God is just, and man is responsible-which 
means free.”!* He believed that any man can achieve sinlessness, even though the 
following scriptures refute this statement: Psalm 143:2, Romans 3:23, and { John 1:8. 
The Lord’s Prayer states, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 


against us.” Forgiveness is not needed if sin has not occurred. Therefore, He was 


John Burnaby, Augustine (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1955), 183. 
bid. 
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challenging all—on the significance of infant baptism and the possibility of the avoidance 
of sin. 

Christians in East and West believe that Adam’s transgression caused humankind 
to fall and the only way to be saved is through Jesus Christ alone. For Augustine, the total 
sovereignty of God and genuine human responsibility and freedom must be upheld at one 
and the same time, if justice is to be done to the richness and complexity of the biblical 
statements on the matter.” 

The term free will (translating the Latin liberum arbitrium) is not a biblical term 
but derives from Stoicism. Tertullian had a gift of coining new theological terms and 
Augustine retained this one; however, there were limitations because of sin, which are 
stated in scriptures in the Pauline epistles. 

Augustine's ideas are summarized as follows: “First, human beings do not do 
things as a matter of necessity, but as a matter of freedom. Second, human freewill has 
been weakened and incapacitated—but not eliminated or destroyed—through sin.”"* In 
order for freewill to be restored, it takes divine grace. 

Augustine presented a large number of scriptures that support the fact that 
salvation comes by faith, which is a precondition for salvation. John Calvin vigorously 
defended this position. Augustine argues that God wishes for all kinds of people to be 
saved, but not all people—Redemption is for all cultures, languages, nationalities, 
geographical regions and walks of life. The author agrees upon Augustine’s narrative on 


freedom of the will, however, the author thinks Pelagius has interesting ideas. 
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Pelagius’ letter to Demetrias, a virgin in Christ who was rich and of nobility, 
explained his ideology on holy living as it relates to human nature. Demetrias had given 
up everything: her highest social status, great material wealth and experiences of the 
pleasures of life. Now, she has broken the bonds that strongly held her to these material 
possessions and high societal standards. '° 

Pelagius began by bringing her attention to the strength and characteristics of 
human nature. If a person considers a task that seems impossible, then hope of 
accomplishing the task will wane. Therefore, Pelagius' task was to demonstrate the power 
of human nature and how possible it is to live a holy life. 

The first thing Pelagius needed to do was to get Demetrias to recognize her 
strengths. Many times humans concentrate on their weaknesses and those things they do 
not have rather than concentrating on their strengths and those things they do have. If it 
can be shown what they desire is achievable, this becomes an incentive to work toward 
their goal.’® 

Pelagius emphasized since God made humans in His image and in His likeness, 
the goodness of humankind was established long before He brought them forth. Not only 
that, He created everything that was good for humankind and put everything under their 
rule. He wanted humankind to understand how powerful and important they are by 
demonstrating the subjection of large animals under their rule. He explains that human 
beings are the only animals God gave the ability to reason and judge; therefore, without 


coercion, make a decision between good and evil, life and death as stated in 
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Deuteronomy 30:19, “I have set life and death before your face, blessing and a curse. 
Choose life that you may live.”!’ 

Pelagius encouraged Demetrias not to get caught up in ignorance in thinking that 
human kind was not created truly good because of its capability of evil and human 
nature’s inability to change to good. Pelagius contends that without the power of free 
will, human condition would be worse. Having the ability to decide whether to do right or 
wrong makes human kind better and leads humans to accomplish God's will by his own 
will. It makes the will voluntary in its own right.'® 

Many people believe that humankind should have been made incapable of doing 
evil. Romans 9:19, 20 (NKJV) state “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted 
His will? But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed 
say to him who formed it, ‘Why have you made me like this?’ Does not the potter have 
power over the clay?” 

Most people complain about their shortcomings and weaknesses and blame it on 
human nature instead of amending their lives. Pelagius continued to show that the 
goodness of human nature rains on the just as well as the unjust, those who worship God 
as well as those who do not. Where did these good qualities come from in Gentiles if not 
from the goodness of human nature? How significant it is for those who know God and 
are assisted by His grace. Pelagius raises the questions, “Why is it that humans feel guilt 
when they are wrong, fear and ashamed when they sin, tormented in their conscience 


when they are at fault, happy when they do a good deed?” He explains, “Our souls 
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possess what might be called a sort of natural integrity which presides in the depths of the 
soul and passes judgments of good and evil.” There is an unwritten law on the tablet of 
the heart. 

Romans 2:14-15 state, “The nations who do not have the law do what the law 
commands naturally. Although they do not possess this kind of law, they are a law unto 
themselves. They show that the book of the law is written on their hearts. Their 
conscience gives testimony, and their feelings either accuse or defend them.” Human 
nature taught people to do what was in place of the law. People between Adam and 
Moses lived by the law of human nature. Abel, who was called by God, a just man in 
Matthew 23:35, was the first to follow this teaching; Enoch pleased God so that he 
walked out of this world in Genesis 5:24; Noah was described as being just and perfect in 
Genesis 7:1; Melchizedek was described as a priest of God in Genesis14:18; Abraham 
was the father of the faithful and a friend of God; Noah, Lot, Isaac, Jacob—-God put 
himself in their family in Exodus. 3:15. These patriarchs practiced the law of human 
nature before there was a written law. Joseph had not read Romans 12:17 that state, 
“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.” Job 2:3 
state, “Have you over looked my servant Job? No one on earth is like him, blameless, a 
true worshiper of God who refrains from all evil.” Job was an upright and blameless man 
who feared God and shunned evil (Jb 1:1). Losing our possessions and people who are 
dear to us will determine our attitudes about life. The loss of these valuable possessions 
and the people he loved demonstrated the value and strength they have on the inside of 


them that lets them know they can conquer anything. 
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Some people may try to blame nature itself for their wickedness. Pelagius points to the 
scriptures to refute this argument. Here are just a few: Genesis 49:5-6 states, “The 
brothers Simeon and Levi accomplished their evil by their own will.” Jeremiah 9:13-14 
state, “Therefore they abandoned my way which I set before them. They did not heed my 
voice but went off after the will of their evil heart.” When there is a battle going on 
between choices of good and evil, this means the choice you make is voluntary and not 
forced. Humankind is free to do either. Human nature is capable of both good and evil; 
therefore, humans are capable of doing either. There is a war going on and mankind is in 
it. It is the war of good and evil throughout the Bible. 

Early people living without the law are proof that the law of human nature is good 
for practicing justice, Pelagius believes. This is why nature did not need a written law. 
Humankind lived upright and holy. Pelagius believes humans should be able to live holy 
today with the coming of Jesus Christ who shed his blood to cleanse them from their sins 
and His grace to teach and regenerate them. Pelagius believes that one should start the 
way he wants to end, Start early practicing goodness and making wise choices. The 
longer one waits, the more difficult it is to change bad practices. Therefore, one should 
start young in years because if one is not firmly rooted, one will follow any direction 
when bent one way or the other. 

However, Augustine uses the analogy of a pair of scales, with two balance pans. 
One balance pan represents good, and the other evil. If the pans were properly balanced, 
the arguments in favor of doing good or doing evil could be weighed, and a proper 
conclusion drawn. The human free will thus weighs up the arguments in favor of doing 


good and evil, and acts accordingly. But what, asked Augustine, if the balance pans are 
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loaded? What happens if someone were to place several heavy weights in the balance 
pan on the side of evil? The scales would still work, but they now are biased toward 
making an evil decision. Augustine argued that this is what has happened to humanity 
through sin. “The human freewill has become biased toward evil.” It really can make 
decisions, but instead of giving a balanced judgment, “a serious bias exists toward evil.””° 

The author agrees with Augustine that human freewill has become biased toward 
evil, and believes it manifests itself in low self-esteem and oppression particularly in 
women, 

Elisabeth Schissler Fiorenza, a feminist theologian, engages the possibilities for 
articulating a feminist biblical spirituality that sustains rather than mute struggles for self- 
esteem, survival and transformation in her book entitled Wisdom Ways.”' The book 
presents insights into not only the Bible, but into oneself and the world in which one 
lives. 

Most Women’s movements were inspired by a dream of radical democratic 
equality and equal human rights. Since Westerners believe in life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, and justice for all, there should not be a problem. The reality is that the 
West has restricted power and rights to a small group of Elite Gentlemen. *2 Women who 


have been deprived of their human rights and dignity have struggled to transform their 
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situation of oppression and exclusion. Therefore, women’s struggles were born out of 
women’s self-determination, rights, autonomy, dignity, and radical democratic equality.”° 

Wo/man or wo/men is a way of writing proposed by Elisabeth Fiorenza meant to 
indicate that the category wo/man is a social construct. Wo/men are not a unitary social 
group but are fragmented by structures of race, class, ethnicity, religion, sexuality, 
colonialism, and age. This destabilization of the term wo/men underscores the differences 
between wo/men and within individual wo/men. This writing is inclusive of subaltern 
men who in kyriachal systems are seen as wo/men and function as a linguistic corrective 
to androcentric language use.”* 

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union in the Pacific Northwest gave voice 
to a different side of the social Gospel in 1914. It changed the social ethos of this region. 
Idaho had joined Washington and Oregon in passing legislation against saloons. Women 
of the WCTU spent countless hours organizing, speaking, lobbying and working on 
behalf of legislation, public policy, and public awareness regarding social issues that 
affected not only their own homes and their own children, but their larger communities as 
well.” 

Most treatment of the social gospel have focused on white male liberal Protestant 
ministers in the North and not on the women who found the temperance union an 


appropriate vehicle to express their vision of social Christianity. In his classic, Rise of the 


Social Gospel, Charles Hopkins neglected to mention the Woman’s Christian 
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Temperance Union (WCTU) altogether.”° More recent analysts of the social gospel were 
slightly more attentive to the role of women and the role of the temperance union, but in 
general, the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union had been excluded. 

It was obvious that the temperance union was deeply interested in applying 
biblical principles to their social issues mainly alcohol reform. Women were able to 
develop their speaking skills and build self-confidence through the organization, 
therefore able to shape political issues in their communities. 

Women organized essays and oratorical contests, which were vital to the 
development of their sense of responsibility, and their rightful place in the public arena.” 

The WCTU more generally gave voice to the way young men and women thought 
about moral purity and the choices they make regarding their behavior and moral 
responsibilities. They worked to establish reform schools for juvenile delinquents. They 
presented the gospel message of conversion to Christianity as the alternative to a life 
ruined by alcohol. The WCTU was particularly well known for its commitment to 
providing homes and shelters for women with children. 1888 in Portland, the WCTU 
organized what was known as the Baby Home. The home evolved into a Refugee Home 
for single mothers.”* “This institution is not a reform school; it is not a hospital, and yet 


in its work for the reformation of lost womanhood it must include these in its ministries. 


It does endeavor to guide and control young girls early abandoned to the chance 
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companionship of the street; it does care for the necessities of maternity and helpless 
infancy born to an inheritance of sin and shame.”” 

The state of Oregon awarded five thousand dollars to the WCTU to assist them mn 
their efforts as a result of the lobbying by women. Women have always played a major 
role in enhancing the quality of living in the communities in which they lived. Therefore, 
this social gospel was being lived out through the WCTU in bringing about reform in 
society. 

How is social gospel theology different from other theologies and why is it 
necessary for this project? Social gospel theology is a notion of an active God in history. 
Its most distinctive trope is that of the Kingdom of God. Social gospel theology always 
looked to teleology to transform the existing social structure. Walter Rauschenbusch’s 
conception of the Kingdom remains among the most concise and valuable. Of the 
Kingdom he writes, “It is something that is here on this earth; that quietly pervades all 
humanity; that is always working toward the perfect life of God. It cannot be lived out by 
you alone—you have to live it here with me, and with that brother sitting next to you. We 
together have to work it out. It is a matter of community of life.””° 

The biblical foundation for the Kingdom, as for many social theologians including 
Rauschenbusch, is Paul’s organic metaphor, the church as a body: “For as in one body we 
have many members, and all the members do not have the same function, so we, though 


many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having gifts that 


differ according to the grace given let us use them” (Rom 12:4-6 RSV). This was Paul’s 
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philosophy of the Christian church as believed by Rauschenbusch. He believes that “the 
ideal society is an organism and the Christianizing of the social order must work toward a 
harmonious cooperation of all individuals for common and social ends.”>' 

The social gospel theology is necessary for this project because abused and 
rejected women can find their focus in the Kingdom of God. This theology has allowed 
scholars to break down some artificial barriers, middle walls of partition, so that men and 
women can come together in a respectful way to have dialogue addressing men and 
women issues in the Christian church, especially the issue of abuse. 

Lillian Calles Barger in her book, Chasing Sophia-Reclaiming the Lost Wisdom of 
Jesus, discusses women who had given up their mother’s religion for the rewards of 
secular rationality and are returning to the female spiritual journey to find the Divine 
within them. Because many women feel the Bible and its interpretations, excluded from 
speaking or preaching authoritatively about God, and placed at odds with their bodies, 
make them invisible the inward path to wisdom maybe the only route left to God. Ina 
spiritually deafening world where there hardly remains any space in which to hear the 
voice of God, some believe we might just find it inside ourselves.” 

Women in our society are not on an inner journey all by themselves. Women’s 
search for wisdom within the Western culture increased suspicion of traditional religious 
institutions and troublesome dogma. For many, part of this troubling dogma is the 
definition of Jesus. Some grew up with a Jesus Christ who was so highly exalted at the 


right hand of God that he completely lost his humanity. That Jesus would not get down 
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here with us in our own mess. It’s hard to imagine this Lord of Lords, who lives in a 
cathedral, sitting down and sharing a meal with us. For women who have been 
systematically excluded from full participation in church life, this experience of Jesus can 
be much more pronounced. Others have had a cursory introduction to Jesus, and while his 
aura was attractive, they found the overall Christian package seriously lacking an affinity 
to women’s needs; they see a large gap between Jesus and the religion that claims him. 
Many are trying to find a lost Jesus who fits feminist-enhanced sensibilities and makes a 
suitable traveling companion for the inbound journey.” 

We cannot avoid having our own personal version of Jesus. Because we bring our 
own histories to our encounter with him, we each come to hear and experience Him 
differently. This was true of the earliest disciples, and so it is with us. The life and 
teachings of Jesus will affect each one of us in a different way. We may experience him 
as a healer, savior, or Prince of Peace. Yet it’s the knowledge of a historically 
experienced Jesus—that our hearts and minds will be enlarged. 

Much of our contemporary notions of Jesus, his message, and our attitude toward 
the inner search for wisdom have their roots in the ancient Gnostic tradition. The Gnostic 
movement arose in juxtaposition to what became known as Orthodox Christianity; it is 
often identified as Christian in origin. 

Today, one of the greatest popular influences on how we think about Jesus has 
been Elaine Pagel’s widely read book The Gnostic Gospels. The 1945 Nag Hammadi 
discovery of thirteen papyrus books in Egypt contained a treasure trove of Gnostic 


writings. These were ancient books lost for centuries discovered by accident, the intrigue 
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of black-market dealers, and finally, biblical scholars eager for some new evidence for 
the historical Jesus.*" 

There are very few people running around today calling themselves Gnostics. 
However, Gnostic ideas are very much part of today’s spiritual climate. Instead of people 
seeking the wisdom that comes from faith in Jesus Christ, the Gnostics sought an 
independent wisdom that came from within. 

Even though women were prominent in Gnostic circles and texts, as a whole, 
Gnostics took the negative view of women to a whole new level. Because Gnostics has a 
low view of the body, women’s role in reproduction made them agents of a conspiracy to 
keep humanity enslaved.” In Gnostic texts, we see repeated references to woman and 
womanhood as problems. In the Gospel of Thomas we find this: 

“Simon Peter said to them, ‘Make Mary leave us, for females don’t deserve to 
live.’ Jesus said, ‘Look, I will guide her to make her male, so that she too may become a 
living spirit resembling you males. For every female who makes herself male will enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven.’””° 
Although the Apostle Paul is credited with saying that women are “saved through 


childbearing,” which in some circles has been used to reduce women’s spirituality to 


procreation,” ’ The Gnostic Jesus came to “destroy the works of the female.” In this 
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statement the Gnostic Jesus does what has been done for centuries: connect maleness to 
what is spiritual and higher and women to what is lower!** 

Christian women who have been abused and neglected need to know they serve a 
God who can identify with and understand what they are going through. Male language 
about God used throughout Scripture could be a problem with some women because of 
their negative experiences of abuse and rejection. Feminist writers have raised this issue 
of a God that is male over the years. 

Biblical language primarily uses male analogues for God because it has more to 
do with sociology and anthropology of ancient Israel. Even though this was a patriarchal 
culture context, God was not understood to be sexually male. Israel recognized that God 
was referred to as giving birth or having breast or caring for Israel as a mother cares for 
her child. The question is: does the use of male analogues imply that God is male? Or 
does the use of female analogues imply that God is female?”” 

The statement that “a father in ancient Israelite society is a suitable model for 
God” is not equivalent to saying that “God is a male human being,” or that “God is 
confined to the cultural parameters of ancient Israel.” Neither male nor female sexuality 
is to be attributed to God, in that this sexuality is an attribute of the created order.”° 
Wolfhart Pannenberg makes this point in his Systematic Theology (1990): 

The aspect of fatherly care in particular is taken over in what the 

Old Testament has to say about God’s fatherly care for Israel. The 

sexual definition of the father’s role plays no part.[...] To bring 

sexual differentiation into the understanding of God would mean 
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polytheism: It was thus ruled out for the God of Israel.[...] The 

fact that God’s care for Israel can also be expressed in terms of a 

mother’s love shows clearly enough how little there is any sense of 

sexual distinction in the understanding of God as father.’ 

Sally McFague in her Models of God, discusses that God is neither 
male nor female. The fact that our language is inadequate to describe the creative love of 
God, we use what is familiar and dear to us. God’s parental tenderness can also be 


expressed by the image of motherhood, which emphasizes God’s immanence and the 


intimacy between the Creator and creature.” 
HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 


Samuel DeWitt Proctor in his book, The Substance of Things Hope for, declares 
that pride and self-respect derive from the spiritual core within, and there is a need within 
every man and woman for a strong religious faith and a worldview that holds things 
together. He believes we must reach back and find ways to help those who are mired in 
poverty, alcoholism, violence, and immorality, or the whole nation may sink. 

Dr. Proctor taught courses at Rutgers University. He tells the story of one of his 
white female students entering an elevator he was in already, and he removed his hat. The 
young lady laughed and implied he was living in the Victorian age. He responded: “I’m 
not a Victorian, but some things stay in place from one generation to another, and certain 
manners stand for values that I hold dear. I believe that a society that ceases to respect 
women is on its way out. Women bear and raise our children, they are bound to them in 


early infancy; they need our support and security through the process. When we forget 
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that, the Keystone of family and home is lost. When we neglect and abuse women, the 
family falls apart and children are less well parented, and they fill up the jails and are 
buried in early graves. I believe that respect for women is the linchpin of the family and 
the society. Therefore, when you entered the elevator, I wanted you to have automatic, 
immediate, unqualified assurance that if the elevator caught fire, I would help you out 
through the top first. If a....to a hospital. Now, it would take a lot of time to say all of 
that, so when I removed my hat, I meant all of the above.” 

The church filled the vacuum in most people’s lives. Men and women who had 
not been respectful in the secular world all week long on their jobs, they could not wait to 
get to church to be refreshed and to feel like they mattered. 

This was especially true for women. All week long, Black women were on the 
bottom-beneath Black men, white women, and white men. On weekdays they were 
somebody; cook, typist, nanny, file clerk, maid, housekeeper, nurse, or office helper. But 
on Sunday, they were in charge. Hardly anything happens in the Black church without the 
support and sponsorship of women. Finally, they are moving into the pulpit. Hallelujah!“ 

Black women are enrolled in seminaries in strong numbers. When they are given 
the opportunity to preach, it is a well-organized effective sermon. Many Black Baptist 
pastors are not in agreement with women preaching. These pastors argue that Jesus’ 
disciples were all males. Dr. Proctor argues that Jesus was not married; therefore, the 


married pastors need to get a divorce or get fired. Jesus’ disciples did not have college 


degrees; therefore, ministries today should go directly to ordination without educational 
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training. His disciples were not salaried and had no pensions or health benefits. That calls 
for some change too. Nor did they speak English, and all were Jews. This excludes all 
English-speaking pastors who are Gentiles.” 

It would be odd for God to create men and women equally, and then reveal God’s 
truth only to males. Historically the Black church has been our great liberating agent, and 
it is past time to liberate its women completely.” 

Family is the most important on in the Black church. Women are the glue, 
who holds the family together. This is the place where accountability and responsibility 
are first learned and practiced. Family is the place where reprimands are imposed without 
damaging one’s self-esteem. This is where one receives blessings and learns to give back 
to society. This 1s where one learns to do unto others, as you would have them do unto 
you. Family is where no one suffers alone, neither do they rejoice or succeed alone. 

The Black church serves as a model for implementing the structure of the Black 
family. But somewhere along the way, it has lost its commitment to Black females who 
are the most oppressed, rejected and abused entity of its congregation. Females work hard 
within the context of the church, but are declined to exercising their gifts because of their 
gender and the patriarchal structure of the church. In the words of Albert Camus: There 
is, in fact, nothing in common between a master and a slave; it is impossible to speak and 


communicate with a person who has been reduced to servitude.*’ 
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James Cone in his book, A Black Theology of Liberation, writes “ Oppressed and 
oppressor cannot possibly mean the same thing when they speak of God. The God of the 
oppressed is a God of revolution who breaks the chains of slavery. The oppressor’s God 
is a God of slavery. The question then, as Black theology sees it, is not whether Blacks 
believe in God, but whose God?””® Even though Cone was speaking of Blacks, in 
general, as being the oppressed, this same statement can refer to Black women in the 
Black church. Cone continues to discuss the defining characteristics of the church. The 
task of the church is threefold, states Cone. 

First, it proclaims the reality of divine liberation. This is what the New Testament 
call preaching the Gospel. The Gospel is the proclamation of God’s liberation as revealed 
in the event of Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Preaching the Gospel is 
nothing but proclaiming to Blacks that they do not have to submit to ghetto existence. 
Our new existence has been bought and paid for; we are now redeemed, set free. Now it 
is incumbent upon us to behave like free persons.” 

Secondly, the church not only proclaims the good news of freedom, it actually 
shares in the liberation struggle. Though the battle against evil has been won, old rulers 
pretend that they are still in power. They are still trying to enforce the laws of the old 


order. The function of the church is to remind them that they are no longer in power. The 


last has become first and the first last.°° 
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Thirdly, the church as a fellowship is a visible manifestation that the Gospel is a 
reality. If the church is not free, it is a distorted representation of the interruption of 
God’s Kingdom, if it lives according to the old order (as it usually has), then no one will 
believe its message. To believe it is to live accordingly; the church must live according to 
its preaching. This is what Bonhoeffer had in mind when he called the church “Christ 
existing as a community.”>! 

If God is really the God of the oppressed for the purpose of liberating and if Jesus 
came to seek and to save those who are lost, oppressed, downtrodden, abused, misused, 
then the fight for freedom has not been in vain. The Black church has come a long way 
on its journey for liberating Black women, but still has a long way to go. Realism is 
desperately needed in our thinking about the church. Without a healthy church dose of 
realism, as pointed out by Dr. Jason Vickers in his book, Minding the Good Ground, we 
will set the bar too high, developing visions of the church that no congregation can 
realize.” 

Sadly, many clergy and laity alike readily succumb either to denial or despair. In 
the worst cases of denial, clergy and laity ignore or even cover up horrific forms of evil in 
the church, including financial, emotional, and even sexual abuse.”° The writer would like 


to add to this list, mental abuse and rejection of women in the church as it relates to their 


gifts and callings. 
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What will it take for the church to see things differently as it relates to the 
treatment of women? Tarrying in prayer is a strategy the church should use when the 
church faces a time of struggle and anxiety. As it was on the day of Pentecost, when the 
church was on one accord, the Holy Spirit came and filled the house. The Spirit 
empowers and emboldens the early followers of Jesus to repent, to baptize and to 
catechize new converts, to share their resources with one another, and to bear witness to 
Jesus with power and effectiveness across the face of the earth.” 

The Holy Spirit will help the church overcome her many failings and 
shortcomings, and will empower her to do the right thing in the treatment of women as 


they move from victim to victory. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


METHODOLOGY 


This writer argues that there is a woman inside, hidden by the demands of work, 
rearing children, dealing with abuse and neglect issues, trying to keep the lights on, trying 
to pay bills, and trying to hold up her end of a relationship, who has the power to live a 
victorious life. The woman inside is waiting to be set free. She is brokenhearted, waiting 
to be mended; the grief stricken, waiting for the oil of joy to replace her tears.’ Women 
struggle with poverty, abuse, rejection and self-esteem issues in the context of this 
project. DaySpring Missionary Baptist Church, located in Gainesville, Florida in a below- 
poverty level community, is the context for this research project. Within this context is a 
focus group of women between the ages of twenty and forty-five who call themselves 
DIVAS, (Dedicated, Intelligent, Virtuous, Anointed, Sisters), who struggle with the 
previous mentioned issues. The majority are single parents who find it difficult to involve 
themselves in Christian discipleship activities because of issues in their lives that occupy 
their mind and time. Therefore, they do not believe they can rise above their 
circumstances. 

In this chapter, the writer is going to disclose the method by which the hypothesis 
will be tested. The problem statement that supports this research is that women who have 
been abused and neglected do not realize they still have power. In the writer’s hypothesis, 
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if this group of women’s attitudes are transformed, gifts will be exercised, morals will be 
demonstrated (adults and children), self-esteem will be elevated and the climate of the 


church will improve. 
Research Design 


In order to test the writer’s hypothesis, the writer used a qualitative research 
method that focused on participants’ perceptions and experiences, and the way they make 
sense of their lives.” Qualitative research is an emergent design in its negotiated 
outcomes. Meaning and interpretations are negotiated with human data sources because it 
is the subjects’ realities that the researcher attempts to reconstruct. This research tradition 
relies on the utilization of tacit knowledge (intuitive and felt knowledge) because often 
the nuances of the multiple realities can be appreciated most in this way. Therefore data 
are not quantifiable in the traditional sense of the word.’ The researcher seeks 
believability, based on coherence, insight and instrumental utility and trustworthiness 
through a process of verification rather than through traditional validity and reliability 
measures." 

The ethnographic approach is used in this qualitative research study on 
transforming the attitudes of abused and neglected women. Ethnography is a scientific 


approach to discovering and investigating social and cultural patterns and meaning in 


“John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, And Mixed Methods Approaches, 
3” edition (Los Angeles, CA: SAGE Publications, Inc., 2009), 195. 


*Tbid. 


‘Thid., 196. 


73 


communities, institutions, and other social settings.’ Ethnographers discover what people 
do and why before they assign meaning to behaviors and beliefs. People’s perspectives 
then form the foundation for building local theories that can be tested, linked to scientific 
literature, and adapted for use elsewhere.° The focus of ethnographic research is culture. 
The researcher has to determine which cultural domains make up a particular culture. A 
cultural domain is a set of items, behaviors, beliefs, or events defined by a cultural group 
as belonging to the same category of things—a basic unit of meaning that shapes how 
people conceptually organize their worlds.’ 

The DaySpring Congregation is made up of the lower middle class to below- 
poverty level people who mainly live in a below-poverty level community. DaySpring is 
located in a community where there are a large number of single-parent households led 
mainly by women of ages twenty to forty six. 

The women in the congregation out-number the men by five to one. A focus 
group out of the women in the congregation was chosen as the target of research to meet 
the needs and address the issues concerning them. The group (the DIVAS) has issues that 
result from emotional, verbal and mental abuse at home, on the job and in the church. 
Their lackadaisical attitudes about the work of the church and being the church may have 
developed from being preoccupied with life issues that are exacerbated by low self- 


esteem and lack of biblical knowledge. 


Stephen L. Schensul, Jean J. Schensul, Margaret D. LeCompte, Essential Ethnographic Methods: 
Observations, Interviews, And Questionnaires, (Lanham, MD: ALTA MIRA Press, 1999), 1. 


*Tbid. 


Ibid., 6. 
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The project titled: A Well of Transformation: Modeling Wholeness for Victims of 


Abuse and Neglect from a Womanist Perspective is representative of what the writer 


wants the outcome of this project to be. The purpose of this project is to transform the 


attitudes of abused and rejected women so they can become empowered to live victorious 


lives. 


There are several research questions that the writer attempts to answer: 


1. 


a 


8. 


What does an abused and rejected woman look like? 
What does it mean to be whole? 


How does one transform abused and neglected women’s 
attitudes at DaySpring? 


How does one move from victim to victor? 
How is one’s self-esteem impacted? 
What will be the outcome of this project? 


How will the writer be transformed after the implementation of 
the treatment of the problem? 


Historically, how are women perceived in the church? 


In order to answer these questions using a qualitative research method, the writer will 


implement: 


i 
2. 


Pre-Post Tests 
Sermon Series 
Bible Study Series 


Survey Interviews 


Below is the timeline of the project: 


A. The project model began with the very first DIVAS’ 
conference entitled: DIVAS with a Purpose: Becoming God’s 
Leading Ladies. The conference was held at DaySpring 
Missionary Baptist Church in Gainesville, Florida and was 
open to the public. Registration was held at 8 a.m. where 
participants picked up their packets, put on their nametags and 
proceeded to the continental breakfast that had been prepared 
by the DIVAS. Ladies fellowshipped and listened to smooth 
jazz gospel music (Appendix A). 


a. 


The conference officially opened at 9:00 a.m. with prayer 
by Evangelist Eleanor Randall, praise and worship by the 
Hutchinson Sisters, welcome and occasion by AzzuDee 
Johnson, overview of classes by Evangelist Randall and the 
pre-test for the conference was given and collected 
(Appendix A). Breakout sessions occurred after 30 
participants counted off 1-5 and used the round-robin 
approach (rotate from class to class after spending forty 
minutes in each class). 


Classes began at 9:45 and ended the first half of the 
conference at 12 Noon. The classes in the rotation were 
Church Etiquette facilitated by Rev. Geraldine Singleton; 
Church Dating facilitated by Minister Charmaine Henry; 
Christian Family Living facilitated by Mother Julia Brown. 


Lunch was served by the DIVAS from 12-1 P.M. in the 
church dining room decorated in the conference colors pink 
and black. The DIVAS had pink and black shirts made to 
distinguish them from the other participants. There were 
approximately fifteen DIVAS participating as servers, 
registrants, hostesses and attendees. 


The final part of the conference began at 1:15 P.M. and 
ended approximately 3:15 P.M. The afternoon classes 
offered were Shalonda Ashante, P.T., facilitate Women 
Health Forum and Finances and Tithing facilitated by 
Minister Rhonda Robinson. Elder Jacquelyn Polke 
followed by testimonials of participants presented the 
wrap-up. The post-test was given and collected (Appendix 
A). The conference was adjourned by the pastor/researcher. 


Based on the testimonials and post-tests, the conference 
was informative, inspirational, challenging and enjoyable. 
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The participants consisted of both married and single 
women where fifty percent had participated in a conference 
like this one before. Most of the women wanted to know 
more about tithing and budgeting. Some of the women 
found it difficult to fellowship with other young women of 
their age. All of the participants wanted to know more 
about problems and Biblical solutions of single and married 
women. 


B. Exploratory Interviews 
a. To prepare for an exploratory interview, ethnographers 
must revisit the study questions and the formative 
theoretical model, develop some general questions for use 
in the interview, make an appointment to conduct the 
interview and identify a proper location for it and have 
recording supplies and devices ready.* 


b. The researcher set up interviews with members of the 
DIVAS Ministry where each interview lasted 
approximately twenty to thirty minutes (Appendix A). 
Thirteen women signed up for interviews where six were 
married and seven were single. The researcher asked 
permission from each interviewee to record their 
conversation for the purpose of transcribing later. The 
researcher wanted to show interest in the discussion and 
give undivided attention to the interviewee. 


c. The conversation involved questions about abuse, forgiving 
the abuser and self-esteem issues. The purpose of the 
interviews was to understand the cultural domain of the 
young ladies. A cultural domain is a set of items, behaviors, 
beliefs, or events defined by a cultural group as belonging 
to the same category of things—a basic unit of meaning 
that shapes how people conceptually organize their worlds.’ 

d. The majority of the women grew up in single-family 
households with a family income of less than $20,000 and 
an average of five people living in the home, The present 
family income for the majority of the women is less than 
$20,000. Most of the women agreed that they are very 
private about sharing their problems, especially family 
issues. Most of them are high school and tech school 
graduates, and only one has a bachelor’s degree. 


®Schensul, Schensul, LeCompte, 126. 


"Thid., 6. 


e. The majority of the women admit to being emotionally 
abused which is the result of sexual and physical abuse in 
some cases. Less than fifty percent of the women were 
emotionally abused in the church, and a leader in the 
church abused eighty percent of these women. The majority 
believes they have forgiven their abuser because they don’t 
talk or think about it. Fifty percent of the women admitted 
to being withdrawn and spend much of their time alone. 
The majority does not believe they have self-esteem issues; 
however, most admit to being shy and nervous when they 
are asked to perform a task in the church. 


C. Four Bible Studies over a six week period: 


a. The first Bible study in this research model was on 
Forgiveness based on the epistle of Paul to Philemon. Paul 
urged Philemon to be reconciled to his slave, receiving him 
as a brother and fellow member of God’s family. 
Reconciliation means reestablishing relationship. Christ has 
reconciled us to God and to others. Many barriers arise 
between people—race, social status, sex, and personality 
differences—but Christ can break down these barriers. 
Jesus Christ changed Onesimus’ relationship to Philemon 
from slave to brother. Christ can transform our most 
hopeless relationships into deep and loving friendships. '° 
R.T. Kendall writes the quickest way he seems to lose inner 
peace is when he allows bitterness to reenter his heart. It’s 
not worth it, so he made a decision for inner peace. In order 
to carry that decision, he had to make a daily commitment 
to forgive those who hurt him, and to forgive them totally.” 


b. The second Bible study (Appendix B) focused on Sowing 
Seeds of Honor based on the book, The Spirit of Honor, by 
Tudor Bismark. Sowing Seeds of Honor dealt with 
Matthew 13:54-58 and the meaning of the word honor. 
Honor connotes elevation and respect; credit that is due an 
individual due to their profession; it connotes the word 


integrity.’ 
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Life Application Study Bible, King James Version (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 


1997), 2153. 


'R. T. Kendall, Total Forgiveness (Lake Mary, FL: Charisma House, A Strange Company, 2007), 


Tudor Bismark, The Spirit of Honor (AMG International, Inc., 1991), 26. 


c. Itis required by God that we honor and respect every life 
source. All life comes from God, and when people blatantly 
dishonor a life source, no matter what life source it is, it 
violates the principles of God’s sovereign existence. A life 
source is a being, an entity that is a giver, an originator, a 
releaser of life. In other words, since God is life, and God 
has life, He has given life legitimately to all those who are 
eligible as carriers and custodians of life.'? Therefore, every 
abused and neglected woman who ts a potential giver of 
life deserves to be honored and respected. Study questions 
were given after the lesson to measure retention of 
information discussed, to find out if their expectation was 
met after hearing the title and how do they plan to apply the 
lesson that week (Appendix B). 


d. The next Bible study (Appendix B) was titled “Developing 
Honor” based on Tudor Bismark’s book, The Spirit of 
Honor. In order to understand honor, one must look at 
scripture where dishonor is shown. A discussion from 
Numbers 12:1-15 where Miriam and Aaron showed 
dishonor to Moses who was not only their brother, but also 
their leader. Ham dishonored his father, Noah, in Genesis 
9:19-25, even though Noah dishonored himself by 
becoming inebriated and uncovered. Absalom dishonored 
his father, King David, in 2 Samuel 16:20 by having sex 
with his father’s concubines. 2 Samuel 18:18 are the result 
of the dishonor sown. He had no children to carry on his 
legacy, so he raised up a stone to carry his name, which can 
be torn down by the next person who comes along. 


e. Jesus is the example of how to show honor when people 
dishonor you, He prayed the prayer, “Forgive them”. In 
other words, He is showing honor regardless of what they 
have done to Him. Women who have been abused and 
neglected should not dishonor or hold grudges against their 
abuser because it keeps them from moving forward with 
their lives. Pent-up anger is not good for one’s health and 
social interaction. 


f. At the end of Bible study, parishioners were given Bible 
study questions with questions such as “How does the study 
of honor change your life?” and “What is the principle or 
lesson to be learned from this study?” (Appendix B) 


SThid., 32. 
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g. The next Bible study in this series is entitled “How To 
Build Honor” (Appendix B) taken from Tudor Bismark’s 
book, The Spirit of Honor. You build honor by praying for 
the spirit of wisdom, James 1:2-5; praying for humility, 
Proverbs 15:33; walking in the spirit of integrity and being 
upright in conduct, Proverbs 26:1; serving, Proverbs 27:17- 
18; obedience and submission, 1 Peter 3:6; Observing 
protocols and the law, 1 Peter 2:16-19; Giving, Proverbs 
3:9; worship and prayer, Psalm 149:6."* 

h. When building honor, women who have been abused and 
rejected in their lifetime will need to incorporate all of the 
building blocks mentioned in the previous paragraph in 
order to be productive in life and become better Disciples 
of Christ. Wisdom is the foundation of the other building 
blocks. 


D. Four-Sermon-Series over a four-week period 
The purpose of the sermon series was to inspire, inform, encourage and challenge 
the parishioners, including the DIVAS, to understand why they might be in the dilemma 
they are in, how to respond to circumstances, and how to overcome by using the 
scriptures. The overall theme of the series is how to go from struggling to victory or 


hopelessness to hopefulness. 
Sermon A — Acts 9:36-43 (NKJV) 


Sermon A is designed mainly to inspire the women to see themselves as beautiful, 
significant, productive members of society and the church. This sermon focuses on the 
life of Tabitha, which is the Hebrew equivalent of Dorcas, whose name means “the 
female of a roebuck or gazelle”—an emblem of beauty. Tabitha’s life gives some parting 


principles to keep one reminded of what is truly important. 


MTbid., 92-101. 
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1. Be faithful in what you were created to do. 


2. Commitment is the cornerstone of a life that is lived with 
integrity. 


3. Be faithful when one can’t see God moving, because He its still 
at work 


4. Be fruitful. What you sow, you will reap; so plant well and be 
fruitful. 


5. Give of yourself. It is not what you give materially that makes 
the difference; it is the spirit in which you give. The women in 
the story knew each thing they received from Tabitha was a 
labor of love. It was an investment of herself that came from a 
heart that embraced these women in their suffering and need. 
6. Bea source of revival. The room should change when you 
walk in because you bring more life into the atmosphere. The 
life one carries within them by the spirit of the living God is 
the same life one dispenses to others through thoughts, words 
and deeds. 
On Wednesday night Bible Studies, a portion of the time is spent discussing and 
answering questions from the sermon (Appendix C). The sermon, based on the discussed 
questions and answers, was very informative, inspirational and encouraging. Abused and 


neglected women need to be inspired and encouraged. 


Sermon B — Luke 22:31, 32 (NKJV) 


Sermon B is designed to inform believers as to why they go through certain 
experiences, and how to come out. Luke 22:31 reads, And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! 
Indeed Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat” (NKJV). 

Like Peter, abused and neglected women need to know how to survive being 


sifted as wheat; how to survive the hell and turmoil they go through: 


I. 


Sermon C is designed to encourage one to Trust in the Lord. When one doesn’t 


know whom he or she is, it’s difficult to trust someone else. Teaching the Word of God 


Peter had the assignment of Satan. John 10:10 read, “The thief 
does not come except to steal, and to kill, and destroy. I have 
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly.” Satan’s assignment is to take you through a 
process of separation (sift means to separate). His assignment 
is to shake up stuff in your life. Abused and neglected women 
sometime feel their lives are being turned upside down. Many 
times they are going through a sifting process. 


Peter had the assistance of the Savior. Luke 22:32 read, “But — 
I have prayed for you.” While Satan is plotting on you, Ill be 
praying for you. The master himself is interceding for you as 
you go through your dilemma. Jesus knows everything we go 
through and understand how we feel. 


Peter had the assurance of the Savior. Verse 32 reads, “When 
you have returned to Me, strengthen your brothers and sisters. 
“This means, whatever you’re going through, you’re going to 
come through it; then, turn around and help someone else who 
maybe going through what you’ ve already experience. Abused 
and neglected women need to know that they are never alone 
when they’re going through trials and tribulations. This 
scripture gives hope that when they come through, they’ ll still 
be standing. 


Sermon C ~ Prov. 3:5-16 
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and internalizing it helps one to know who he or she is in Christ Jesus. In this passage of 


scripture, Solomon points out three specific times when it is most crucial to trust God: 


l. 


When things happen that you don’t understand. Abraham and 
Sarah in Genesis 16 are examples of individuals who didn’t 
understand God’s promise of a son. Your own sense of 
understanding will not get you through life, but trusting God 
when you don’t understand, will. 


When you are faced with a decision. Leaving God out of one 
area of your life can lead to the destruction of the other areas. 
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The way you manage the different areas of your life comes 
down to the kind decisions you make. 


3. When the future seems uncertain. Trusting God means that you 
don’t have to try to make sense of all the areas of your life — 
He will make sense of them for you. 
In order to trust in God, you must totally surrender: 
1. Your will 
2. Your ideas 
3. Your desires 
4. And your future into God’s hands 
Abused and neglected women must understand that God will be whatever they 
need him to be; a mother when motherless, a father when fatherless, a sister when 


sisterless. When they learn this principle, it won’t be difficult to trust God who is 


generally perceived as male or masculine. 


Sermon D — Ephesians 2:10-14 


Sermon D is designed to bring one face to face with his or her fears, and the 
reasons for lack of peace. Paul knew that within the church, there was the absence of real, 
genuine, abiding peace. He discussed the temple in Jerusalem was one that was divided 
physically with all classes of people. Every class was behind a wall creating division, 
therefore, no peace. Walls invaded lives physically, affected lives emotionally, influenced 
lives mentally and affected lives psychologically. The walls are designed to: 

1. Beadefense mechanism. The wall is designed to shut out. 

Prevent communication. As long as the wall exists, one can 


possibly know that you’re talking, but can’t understand what 
you’re saying. 
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2. Prevent sight. It is a barrier to keep one from seeing you and 
also to keep you from seeing them. 


Walls exacerbate one’s low self-esteem, anger, and bitterness toward others. 
Walls enhance lack of communication, unforgiveness, failed relationships and lack of 
love for self and others. The walls must come down; in the church, on the job, in the 


home, in their lives. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 


In Chapter five, the writer will give a view of what happened during the actual 
implementation of the project. This chapter will discuss the collection, analysis, and 
outcome of the data. 

Within the context of this project, DaySpring Missionary Baptist Church, there 
are women who struggled with poverty, abuse, rejection and self-esteem issues. The 
project, A Well of Transformation: Modeling Wholeness for Victims of Abuse and 
Neglect from a Womanist Perspective, came about as a result of the writer’s spiritual 
autobiography and context analysis. The writer observed a group of women in the church 
between the ages of twenty and forty-five who portray the lifestyle of an abuse victim. 
The writer believes this age range of women was chosen because this was the time during 
the writer’s life that suppressed feelings of abuse manifested. 

The story found in John 4 is about a woman who took a journey to get a drink of 
water. She went back home without the water she had come for, but received living water 
that changed her heart, mind, and spirit. She left her water pots at the well, returning to 
town with an opportunity and purpose to preach one sermon: “Come see a man who told 


me everything about myself.” 


‘Bishop Vashti M. McKenzie, Journey to the Well: 12 Lessons on Personal Transformations 
(New York, NY: Penguin Compress, 2002), 23. 
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This story describes what the writer desired of the group of women who call 
themselves DIVAS of the Spring. The writer, herself, went to the well of transformation, 
the Word of God, to experience wholeness and live a victorious life. When the writer’s 
attitude changed, and her perspective about life changed, and when the love of God was 
shed abroad in her heart, the writer dropped the waterpots of hatred, unforgiveness, 
bitterness, and low self-esteem. Now, the writer is encouraging others to come see a man, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and receive Him as their personal Savior. 

The writer set out to change the attitudes of these women and move them from 
victim to victor. A Well of Transformation represents getting to a place of change 
(conditions, personality, or character) in one’s life. Modeling wholeness represents 
getting one’s life to a state of completeness and balance (physically, mentally, socially 
and spiritually). Victims of abuse and neglect are those women who have been hurt by 
being mistreated, misused, insulted, ignored and intentionally or carelessly disregarded. 

The writer chose to write from a womanist perspective in this project because the 
voices of abused and neglected women needed to be heard. Many times these women 
suffer in silence because they are unable to speak for themselves. They believe they have 
no value and no one cares about their struggle. 

Womanist theologian, Delores Williams, defines womanism this way: 

Womanist theology is a prophetic voice concerned about the well- 

being of the entire African American community, male and female, 

adults and children. Womanist theology attempts to help Black 

women see, affirm, and have confidence in the importance of their 

experience and faith for determining the character of the Christian 

religion in the African American community. Womanist theology 

challenges all oppressive forces impeding Black women’s struggle 


for survival and for the development of a positive, productive 
quality of life conducive to women’s and the family’s freedom and 
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well-being. Womanist theology opposes all oppression based on 
race, sex, class, sexual preference, physical ability, and caste.” 


The problem is women who have been abused and neglected do not realize they 
still have power. The purpose of this project was to transform the attitudes of abused and 
neglected women so they would become empowered to live victorious lives. The 
hypothesis: If this group of women’s attitudes are transformed, gifts will be exercised, 
morals will be demonstrated (adults and children), self-esteem will be elevated, and the 
climate of the church will improve. 

A qualitative methodology was used because the researcher focused on the 
participants’ perceptions and experiences.’ This methodology was used to measure the 
attitudinal transformation by: pre/posttests, surveys and questionnaires. These 
instruments were used at the Divas Conference, Bible Study Series, and Sermon Series. 
The ethnographic approach focused on cultural and social patterns of the participants. 
The researcher determined which cultural domains made up the culture of the young 
women participants (DIVAS). A cultural domain is a set of beliefs or behaviors defined 
by a cultural group." 

After the researcher/writer identified from observation which age group of women 
within the context of DaySpring exemplified low self-esteem, anger, lackadaisical 
attitude about the things of God, loneliness, poverty, and bitterness, these women were 


given the name DIVAS of the Spring. They were between the ages of twenty and forty- 


*Womanist Theology, http://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/womanist_theology (accessed March 2012). 


"John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approached, 
3rd Ed. (Los Angeles, CA: Sage Publications, Inc., 200), 195. 


“Stephen L. Schensal, Jean J. Schensul, Margaret D. LeCompte, Essential Ethngraphic Methods: 
Observations, Interviews, And Questionnaires (Lanham, MD: Alta Mira Press, 1999), 1. 
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five. DIVAS are the acronym for Divine, Intelligent, Virtuous, and Anointed Sisters. 
These words represent how God sees them. 

The researcher solicited their help and assistance in this project. Thirteen 
members of the DIVAS agreed to be interviewed to determine their cultural domain by 
observing patterns in their answers to cultural questions. The researcher received 
permission from each participant to be tape-recorded in order to provide undivided 
attention to the interviewee. The interviewer/researcher scheduled each woman in a 
thirty-minute time slot. 

Based on questions asked in the interview, the majority of the women grew up in 
single-family households with a family income of less than $20,000 and an average of 
five people living in the home. The present family income for the majority of the women 
is less than $20,000. Most of the women agreed that they are very private about sharing 
their problems, especially family issues. Most of them are high school and tech school 
graduates, and only one has a bachelor’s degree. 

The majority of the women admit to being emotionally abused which was the 
result of sexual and physical abuse in some cases. Less than fifty percent of the women 
were emotionally abused in the church, and a leader in the church abused eighty percent 
of these women. The majority believes they have forgiven their abuser because they do 
not talk or think about it. Fifty percent of the women admitted to being withdrawn and 
spend much of their time alone. The majority does not believe they have self-esteem 
issues, however, most admit to being shy and nervous when they are asked to perform a 


task in the church. 
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The project began with the DIVAS conference entitled DIVAS with a Purpose: 
Becoming God’s Leading Ladies. The Conference was held at DaySpring Missionary 
Baptist Church in Gainesville, Florida and was opened to the public. The participants 
took a pre-test based on topics covered at the conference. The forty-minute classes were: 
Christian Etiquette, Christian Dating, Christian Family Living, Women Health Forum, 
and Finances and Tithing. There were testimonials in the wrap-up session. The post-tests 
were given and collected, then adjournment by the pastor/researcher. 

Based on the testimonials and post-tests, the conference was informative, 
inspirational, challenging and enjoyable. The participants consisted of both married and 
single women where fifty percent had participated in a conference like this one before. 
Most of the women wanted to know more about tithing and budgeting. Some of the 
women found it difficult to fellowship with other young women of their age. All of the 
participants wanted to know more about problems and biblical solutions of single and 
married women. 

Some of the comments denoted a successful conference as it relates to 
motivation, inspiration and information. When asked to give suggestions on how the 
conference can better serve them, these were some of the comments: “Everything was 
great”, “All was well”, “This was such a wonderful experience, can’t wait to attend 
another, God bless everyone who put this together”, “Use your registration forms to stay 
in contact”, “Rev. Singleton was great”, “Just wonderful. I enjoyed the classes. Learned 
a lot”, “Excellent from start to finish, good fellowship”, and “Time constraints-maybe 


more than one day” to name a few. 
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On a scale of 1-5 with one being least liked and five being most liked, thirteen 
percent of the participants scored the conference with a four, and eighty-seven percent 
scored the conference with a five. At the end of the conference, participants were 
motivated to go back to their churches and families to put into practice what had been 
learned. 

Four Bible Studies were taught over a period of six weeks on the following topics: 
Forgiveness, Sowing Seeds of Honor, Developing Honor, and How to Build Honor. After 
each Bible study, parishioners were given study questions such as “How does the study 
of honor change you?” and “What is the principle or lesson to be learned from this 
study?” to name a few (Appendix B), 

The DIVAS learned that forgiveness is a chosen privilege. It is a privilege to be 
godly—to be like God and to pass this forgiveness on to someone else. Why should one 
want to forgive? An individual should want to forgive because one prizes intimacy and 
fellowship with the Father more than they desire to see their enemy being punished. One 
wants God’s anointing too much to pursue getting even.” One of the things the women 
needed to do was to forgive their abuser. Even if he/she does not express regret for 
his/her actions, choosing to let it go will make it impossible for him/her to inflict any 
additional damage. They can choose to inform him/her of their decision or determine 
privately to stop dwelling on the situation. Whatever the choice, it will enable them to 
develop an identity outside of the pain they experienced and start enjoying their life. 

The DIVAS discussed at length different scenarios of forgiveness. They tried to 
find an instance when one should not forgive in order to justify their own lack of 


*R.T. Kendall, Total Forgiveness: Includes New Testimonies Of Changed Lives (Lake Mary, FL: 
Charisma House, 2007), 91. 
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forgiveness. Most agreed that the study on forgiveness was thought provoking and had 
helped them to see more clearly. The three lessons on honor were beneficial because the 
DIVAS learned some things they did not know. One of the things is that every life source 
should be honored, which included them. They realized that honor and respect should be 
given to them also; not just dignitaries or pastors—but everybody deals be honored. 
There were some ladies who did not honor their parents, even though the Bible says to 
honor thy father and mother that thy days maybe long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee (Ex. 20:12). “Give honor to which honor is due.” Honor is due to all. 

The Bible study questions were collected each Wednesday night at the end of 
Bible study. The parishioners were given time to fill out the questionnaire and briefly 
discuss them before turning them in. 

The four—sermon series over a time-line of four weeks was designed to inspire, 
inform, encourage and above all, save. The topics preached were: From a Struggle to a 
Princess, Trust in the Lord, Let Peace Be Within Thy Walls and You Can Survive the 
Sifting. 

After each sermon, there was a discussion question—what did you learn from the 
sermon and/or how will you apply it to your life? This question is discussed each 
Wednesday Night after the Sunday Service. The women needed to be very attentive in 
Sunday Service in order to get the understanding then apply it to their lives. The 
discussion questions were collected every Wednesday Night to ensure that learning was 


taking place. 
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Data Analysis 


The results of the fieldwork done in this project was an attempt to get one to love 
him/herself which is predicated on them loving God first (Dt 6:5 NKJV). The road to 
healing is to forgive oneself and then forgive others totally. The Bible lesson on 
forgiveness was a powerful one that began with Paul’s letter to Philemon that symbolizes 
abused and neglected women who were once a slave to the enemy (Satan) are now being 
asked to be received as a friend to God. Then the discussion of the lesson evolved to the 
question of how one can totally forgive. 

Since the discussion on forgiveness, the writer has observed a change in most of 
the women. There is an attempt to walk in love and victory by communicating, 
fellowshipping, helping one another, and working together. The writer has observed them 
in monthly meetings, during social activities, serving together at church, and in outreach 
ministry. The Bible lessons on Honor were informative and revelatory. Some of the 
questions asked were: How does the study of Honor change your life? A common 
response to this question is, “Honor has changed my life in that I recognize now that 
people deserve to be honored and respected, and the honor starts with God; had you 
thought about the fact that you should be honored because you are a life source and 
because you belong to God? Does honor have anything to do with your place in life? 
Explain—a common response is, “I have never thought of myself being honored. I 
always thought that honor was for someone else. I believe I can be farther along if I’d 
totally understood my place in Christ Jesus.” When we dishonor, our life is cut short and 
our destiny affected. What are the levels of honor?—-A common response is, “I want to 


live a long time, and therefore, I need to honor people. The levels of honor are God, the 
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prophets, parents, elderly, and the gifting’s that are inside me.” What is the principle or 
lesson to be learned from this study?—-A common response is, “Honor is due to persons 
we don’t think should be honored. Treat one, as you want to be treated. Give honor to 
everybody, including myself.” 

The writer perceives these abused and neglected women understand that they are 
princesses in the Kingdom of God and their Daddy is rich with blessings forevermore; 
they are joint heirs of the Kingdom with Christ Jesus. The four sermon series was 
designed to encourage, inspire, inform and save. The series began with sermon A, From a 
Struggle to a Princess-—This sermon informed them that just because they are struggling 
in some areas, that doesn’t change who they are in Christ Jesus. Knowing their identity 
should give them a new attitude about life. From the discussion question, “What lesson 
did you learn? the common responses were—“I learned that I am a child of the King in 
spite of my circumstances”; “I learned that no weapon formed against me shall prosper”; 
“Tt learned that a princess of the Kingdom should be faithful, be fruitful, give of yourself 
and be a source of revival”; “My life should stir others to good works, be an example.” 

Sermon B, Trust in the Lord—Proverbs 3:5-16, speaks to knowing one’s own 
identity before you can trust someone else. This sermon gives three specific times when it 
is crucial to trust God: When things happen that one doesn’t understand, when one is 
faced with a decision, and when one is uncertain of the future. A discussion in Bible 
study—When is it critical to trust God, and what must we do in order to trust him? A 
common response was, “we should surrender our will, desires, and future into the hands 


of God.” 
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Sermon C, Let Peace Be within Thy Walls—Ephesians 2:10-14, discusses the 
definition of real peace, informs them about the context of scriptures read, and explains 
walls in people’s lives and why they have them. The discussion question in Bible study 
was, “What did you learn from the sermon?” Some responses were: “I learned that a wall 
is a defense mechanism; it is designed to shut out; it protects me from you”; “A wall 
prevents communication”; “A wall defends me from being known for what and who I 
am”; “The wall must come down.” 

Sermon D, You can Survive the Sifting—Luke 22:31, 32, informs abused and 
neglected women that they are survivors, Satan desires to sift them as wheat; however, 
there is hope. Jesus informs them that He’s praying for them that their faith will not fail 
and do not give up. Some responses to what they have learned or how the sermon applies 
to their lives: “The hell I’m going through means I’m being sifted”; “Hold on to my 
faith”; “Whatever you do, don’t give up”; “Now I know why I’m having so many 
problems”; “Come hell or high water, I will survive.” The writer believes the sermon 
series accomplished what it was set out to do: inform, inspire, encourage, but more 


important, to save and change lives. 
Data Results 


Based on the Data from the fieldwork in this study (Cultural and survey 
interviews, questions, pre/post-tests from the DIVAS conference, study questions from 
Bible study series, study questions from sermon series and observations), the 
writer/researcher has a good perception of the cultural domain of these abused and 
neglected women called DIVAS of the Spring. The writer perceives that the experimental 


treatment of the women’s problems of low self-esteem, lack of confidence, isolation and 


lackadaisical attitude about the things of God improved over the six-week time frame. 
The writer/researcher perceives the women to be more social, optimistic about their 


future, self-confident and conscience of their spiritual identity. 
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CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTION, SUMMARY, AND CONCLUSION 


This project, A Well Of Transformation: Modeling Wholeness For Victims Of 
Abuse And Neglect From A Womanist Perspective has been a journey that continues for 
the writer. There have been some highs and lows, successes and disappointments, and 
encouragement and discouragement; however, the writer is optimistic about the future. 

The writer set out to transform attitudes and raise self-esteem of women who are 
victims of abuse and neglect. The problem is that these women do not realize they still 
have power to live a victorious life. If their attitudes are transformed, gifts will be 
exercised, morals will be demonstrated, self-esteem will be elevated, and the climate of 
the church will improve. The writer believes these women would become whole through 
the teaching and preaching of the Word of God, fellowship activities, a DIVAS 
conference addressing topics that would enhance their lives. The project took place over a 
six-week period. 

A qualitative methodology was used to measure the attitudinal transformation, 
which included pre/post-tests, surveys, and study questions. An ethnographic study was 
used to determine the cultural domain, which focused on cultural and social patterns of 
the women in the focus group. There was a need to address the growing concerns of 
young women becoming members of the church, but not being productive; isolating 


themselves from the rest of the congregation, lack of participation in fellowship activities, 
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and seemingly confrontational when invited to participate by other members. The writer 
observed that many of these women, DIVAS, seem to be moving through life without a 
care in the world. They are suffering from more pain than most of their friends, church 
members and even family members realize. These women are hurting because of poor 
choices and repeated destructive behavior patterns in their lives.’ 

The smiles on some of their faces are covering up a flood of tears in their hearts. 
The pain has a variety of causes: 

e They have unresolved issues at work 

e They are belittled by a stranger, relative, or friend 

e Their character has been maligned 


e They are betrayed or rejected by someone important in their 
life 


e They were abused 

e They’ve been overlooked or neglected along the way 

e They have experienced the devastation of a broken relationship 

e They have deep emotional scars stemming from childhood 

Unfortunately, the last cause of pain listed can produce the most damage. This 1s 
because we are often unaware that our present thoughts and behaviors are affected and 
shaped by events far in the past. These painful experiences from the past are like irritating 
echoes that keep repeating throughout our lives.” Therefore, these women’s lives go 


deeper than the six weeks devoted to transformation of attitudes. 


'Dr. M. Hunter, How To Survive a Hurt Attack (Philadelphia, PA: Hunter House Publishers, 
2012), 32. 


“Ibid. 
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According to Bishop George D. McKinney in his book, 7he New Slave Masters, 
there are several reasons people feel alone and weak. By his account, there are four 
debilitating lies the Devil uses to keep people feeling alone. Many children grow into 
adulthood believing no one cares. They feel as if they are on their own physically, 
emotionally, and especially spiritually. For them, Satan’s four big lies appear to be true:” 


Lie#1: all people are out for themselves, or fundamentally 
selfish. 


Lie#2: Since no one cares about you, you needn’t care 
about anyone. 


Lie#3: To get what you need, you must take it. This lie 
allows one to be active in their selfishness; they 
take what they need from others to satisfy 
their needs and to get a little revenge at the same 
time. 


Lie#4: No one could love you; there’s something about you that is 
unlovable." 


Women who have been abused and neglected feel alone and isolated. Based on 
the survey interview questions in this project, the women expressed their desire to be 
alone, private and detached. Satan wants a person detached from those who can give 
them truth. Weak-mindedness is developed from more of Satan’s continuous lies: 


Lie#5: You are powerless. When one feels powerless, he/she 
does not even try. 


Lie#6: You are at the mercy of evil. When one doesn’t resist, evil 
has its way with us, which makes us even less of what 


*Bishop George D. McKinney, The New Slavemaster (Colorado Springs, CO: Life Journey, Cook 
Communications Ministries, 2005), 24-25. 


“Tbid., 26-27. 
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one could be-what God would have us to be-and one sinks 
into the quicksand of spiritual defeat. 


Lie#7: You are worthless.” 
Abused and Neglected women’s isolation and weakness can lead to fear and pain. 
The writer set up individual thirty-minute interviews of thirteen participants from the 
DIVAS groups. The writer/researcher taped the interviews with their permission to 
provide undivided attention to the interviewees. The writer learned a lot of background 
information about the interviewees that they shared for the first time. The conversation 
involved questions about abuse, forgiving the abuser and self-esteem issues. The majority 
of the women had been abused, and one-half of those had been abused in the church. The 
majority believed they had forgiven their abuser because “they didn’t talk about it.” The 
majority of the women was reared in single parent households with incomes below 
$20,000 and is presently residing in a home where the income is less than $20, 000. Fifty 
percent of the women are withdrawn and spend much time alone. These traits were 
' common to the majority of women interviewed, 
The strengths of the project: 
l. The writer’s job is to teach, to lead, to guard against the 
inerrancy of Biblical truth, to nurture, to watch and pray for 
the Saints and to be an example in Word and Deed. The 
writer takes the job seriously and tries to do the job with 
excellence. 
2 The writer has observed ten women making a concerted 
effort to improve their attitude, attendance, service and 


education. Six women have gone back to school to improve 
in their careers. 


“Ibid., 29-30. 
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3: Tithes have increased 
4, One of the writer’s gifts is empowerment 
Weaknesses of the project: 
1. The writer should have interviewed members when they 


initially joined the ministry, because the writer discovered 
information that was not previously known; information 
was shared for the first time, ever. 


Z. Should have had a better system in place for acclimating 
young women into church. 
3: Six weeks not long enough. This should be a continuous process. 
4, Writer wished to have spent more time with women. 
5. The writer needs to hire a professional counselor for 


parishioners to address emotional, psychological and 
mental abuse for themselves and their children. 


6. There should have been a support group for young women 
already in place. 


Conclusion 


The writer/pastor has been encouraged by the observation of the DIVAS’ 
motivation and character. They created opportunities for themselves to serve as a group. 
They organized their own choir; they ran one of their ladies in the competition for Ms. 
DaySpring, a fundraiser for building fund, and came in second place out of three 
contestants. This competition proved to them that there could be a significant ministry in 
the church. They volunteered to serve at funerals and gatherings of the church family. 
They hosted an Old Time Gospel Sing at a larger church in the community, 

The pastor/writer has agreed to allow them a Sunday per quarter to be in charge of 


the worship service in 2013. They were very excited to know that the pastor trusted them 
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to do so. They have been encouraged to go back to school and get either a two-year or 
four-year degree or a certificated program, (Juwanna, Rolanda, Azzu-Dee, Denise, 
Ammorine, Dorothy). They were also encouraged to go back to school by the 
pastor/writer who set the example in the church. Their tithes have increased; attendance 
at worship has increased; attendance at Bible Study remains the same. The pastor/writer 
will encourage them to start their own Bible study in the future, attend other conferences 
as a group, and become more active with their children. The writer will suggest to the 
church leadership to hire a professional counselor for parishioners including children. 
Many of the children who need the counseling belong to young women in the focus 
group. 

One of the writer’s disappointments occurred when the DIVAS hosted an Old 
Time Gospel Sing. The DIVAS’ counselor suggested the use of a larger church because 
DaySpring would not be large enough. Even though they had to pay a rental fee of $250, 
they agreed to go ahead with the program. On the night of the program the church was 
not full, even though the number in attendance would have been too large for DaySpring. 
The service was great and the offering was good, but they all became angry and blamed 
their counselor for not having more people there. The writer’s question to them was, how 
many people did “you invite”? They did not invite any. Other questions were, is this too 
large of a problem that you can’t forgive? How much responsibility are you taking for 
this perceived problem? 

These women have a problem embracing large projects. It is difficult for them to 
expand their thinking that will get them out of their comfort zone. They reacted quickly 


with anger and unforgiveness, After a couple of weeks, they calmed themselves and 
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continued going forward. The writer wished the attendance at the DIVAS’ monthly 
meetings were better. More teaching can take place at this time. The DIVAS need retreats 
so they can be taught specifically to their needs and spend more time fellowshipping with 
one another. 

The results of the project point to the need for ongoing teaching, fellowship 
activities, seminars and retreats to ensure continued and complete transformation. The 
writer will develop a support group in the church by pairing an elderly saint with a 
DIVA. This will become a safe place for the ladies to share their stories. The elderly saint 
can help the sisters face their issues, and then work on a plan to improve themselves. 

Initially, the writer expects to present workshops on the project to her church to 
share the results. Then the project will be shared with the women clergy of the city who 
are a part of the Empowerment Revival Team. The writer will share with other churches 
as a result of this network of churches. The writer will encourage the drama department 
from her church to write a play on the story and assist pastor/writer in the presentation to 
other organization. The writer also plans to write a book on the project. 

This was a journey of growing pains. The women are learning more about their 
identity in Christ; however, it is a slow process. This process connotes an onion that is 
being peeled. The Word is removing layer by layer. The women are dropping their 
waterpots, one pot at a time. The well of God’s Word is slowly transforming their 
attitudes and perceptions about life. The writer will continue the work that has begun 
with this beautiful group of young women. They are Dedicated Intelligent Virtuous 


Anointed Sisters in the Lord who have power to live victorious lives. 
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By going through this process with the DIVAS, the writer has become more 
confident and bold within. The writer is a more efficient pastor because the issues of 
abuse and neglect are at the forefront of issues being addressed. The writer is encouraged 


to continue with this evolving model that is not only transforming the DIVAS, but the 


pastor as well. 


APPENDIX A 
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS PRE/POSTTESTS 
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DaySpring Missionary Baptist Church 
Rev. Marie Herring, Pastor/Teacher 


Divas of the Spring Pre/Post-Assessment 


1.Are you motivated to set up a budget? Yes  No__ 
2.Do you presently have enough information on tithing to motivate you to tithe? 

Yes No__ 
3.Fellowshipping with other young women of my age group is difficult for me. 

Yes No__ 
4.Are you comfortable with praise and worship? Yes _No__ 
5.As a married woman, I am helped by this conference. 

Yes No Na _ 
6.As a single woman, I am helped by this conference. 

Yes No _Na_ 


oop 


7.Would you like to know more about problems and biblical solutions of married 
women? Yes No _Na _ 


See 


8.Would you like to know more about problems and biblical solutions of single women? 


Yes No _Na_. 
9.Have you ever participated in a young women’s conference? 

Yes __No__ 
10.1 will attend more conferences of this type (young women). Yes No__ 
11.Are you adequately informed about church etiquette? Yes No _ 


12.How do you rate the overall conference on a scale from 1-5 with 1 being least liked, 
and 5 being most liked? 


] 2 3 A. 3 


Suggestions on how we can serve you: 
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Cultural Questions 
1.Did you grow up ina single family? Yes No _ 
2.Income level of family you grew up in. Less than 20000___ More than 20000 __ 
3.How many people were in household? __ 
4.Present income level. Less than 20000. More than 20000_ __ 
5.How do you view your physical health? Poor Average _Aboveaverage __ 
6.How many churches have you held membership? 1-2__,3-4__, Morethan4 __ 


7.Do you share your problems with others or do you keep them private? 
Share Private __ 


8.Do you regularly go to the doctor? Yes. No__ 


9.What is your educational level? Did not finish high school__,High school graduate _, 
Junior College, 4 year college__, Beyond 4 years __ 


ieee 
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Survey Interview Questions 


Sex: Male _, Female___ 


Age (check one): 20-30__, 31-40__, 41-50__, 51-60_,61-70__ 


L 


Emotional abuse can take the form of threats, insults and harassment. 


Have you ever been emotionally abused over a sustained period of time? 
Yes __—s-—~'No 


Have you ever been emotionally abused in the church? 


i 


Was the abuse committed by a leader? 
Yes___—-No 





Are you often withdrawn from others and spend much of your time alone? 
Yes No 


Is there someone or group of persons you can attribute most of your abuse? 
Yes No 





Have you forgiven them for the abuse? 
Yes No 





Are you distracted when dealing with financial and other family issues? 
Yes No 


A 


Low self-esteem is when a person feels like they are not up to standards. A person 
will see everyone and everything as being more worthy than themselves. Do you 
have self-esteem issues? Yes No 


APPENDIX B 
BIBLE STUDIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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The Spirit Of Honor by Tudor Bismark 
Sowing Seeds of Honor presented by Pastor Herring 
Matthew 13:54-58 


Intro: At the end of this discourse in Matthew 13, after the disciples questioned Jesus on 
various points, the Bible says in verse 54,”And when he was come into his own 
country...” In other words, after He’s given the principles of building the Kingdom of 
God He is now to go to His own country because that is where you actually start your 
ministry—from your own place, your launching pad. He taught them in their church, in 
their synagogue, where He was raised (verse54). 


I. Jesus encounters differing reactions to his ministry 


A. Even though it was His own country, the people there were so astonished. It’s 
amazing that once God imparts to you an anointing and gives to you revelation 
knowledge, and it begins to grow in you, the people you’ve been raised with 
become totally astonished as to what God has done in you and what He is doing 
through you. When the anointing of the Holy Spirit kicks in, it moves in such an 
incredible way that you can mature and grow rapidly—literally overnight. 


B. Anytime you have dishonor displayed, it inhibits the supernatural, the spirit of 
revelation, the visitation of the Messiah, and the Christ anointing doesn’t manifest 
in force. That’s because they dishonored his prophetic and apostolic gift. When 
Jesus said, “A prophet is not without honor, save in his own country,” He was 
literally saying that familiarity in many places breeds dishonor and discontent. 
People from a distance—not in the same locale, as you are—-tend to pull on the 
anointing in a greater way. 


C, Read Romans 13:7-8. When we’re dealing with specificities of honor, Paul 
explains how honor and its dynamics function. Before dealing with dues, though, 
he deals with power structures beginning in Romans 13:1. 


Il. What does honor means? 


A. Honor comes from an Anglo-French word onur. This word also connotes 
elevations. It comes from the Latin word honos that means honor, 


B. Firstly, honor is one that has high esteem or high public esteem; they are 
people or individuals of reputation. 


C. Secondly, these are individuals that have notoriety or recognition. 
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D. Thirdly, these are individuals that have certain privileges conferred upon them 
in lieu of their anointing, their gifting, and their ranks. 


E. The word honor, also then, is going to connote credit that’s due an individual 
due to their profession. 


F. It also connotes the word integrity; this is an individual that through their 
performance is guaranteed certain levels of notoriety or honor. 


F. Some synonyms of honor are homage, deference, praise, and an expression of 
recognition. 


G. The word honor is also the root word for the word honorarium. Most times, 
you can tell if you are honored by the honorarium you’ ve been given. 


Ill. It is required by God that we honor and respect every life source. So when he says, 
“Give honor to whom honor is due, “He specifically means here that you have to honor a 
life source. Anytime people dishonor a life source, it unleashes demonic attacks, satanic 
generational curses, poverty, all kinds of barrenness and famine. All life comes from 
God, and when people blatantly dishonor a life source, no matter what life source it is, it 
violates the principles of God’s sovereign existence. Anytime a life source is violated, 
God withdraws His blessing at any time and on any level. Next week, we will deal with 
the levels of honor. 
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The Spirit Of Honor by Tudor Bismark 
Levels of Honor presented by Pastor Marie Herring 


Matthew 13: 54-58 


I. Honor God-——Proverbs 3:9-10 


A. It is very concerning when Christian leaders violate the principles of honor in 
terms of honoring God. It’s very dangerous for individuals who should know 
better to be inappropriate in their conduct (moral failures), especially those that 
are teaching the Word. 


B. There should not be sexual affairs. There should not be homosexual affairs. 
There should not be illegal activity. There should be no blatant sin. There should 
not be inappropriate conduct in terms of ministry. That is total dishonor to God, 
and any time you have that level of dishonor there is always a harvest and 
catastrophe is to be reaped. 


II. Honor the Prophet—Matthew 13:57 


A. Here’s the Principle. The reason many churches never get the benefits of the 
great gifts that God has is because they do not show honor to that prophetic 
gift. Every gift is given to Ministry to match the need of that Church. 

B. If you dishonor in your own house (church) the prophetic gift, you are 
dishonoring God, and cannot be blessed. When people begin to show greater 
honor for the gift in the house, they will be elevated according to the anointing 
that is on the leader’s life. 

C. Honor is not having a bunch of armor bearers. Honor is reciprocation in terms 
of the way we receive the anointing and the way people act on what has been 
released. The greatest form of dishonor is when you preach to people year 
after year after year and they don’t act on the word that’s been preached. 


Ill. Honor Your Parents—Exodus 20:12, Ephesians 6:2, Deut. 5:16 


A. This has a duality to it. Firstly, we honor our physical fathers and mothers— 
our paternal and maternal parents. We honor highly. We show them great 
respect. We may not agree with everything they say, with their philosophies 
and ideologies, but we must never dishonor them. 

B. People need to start showing honor, even if your dad or your father was a 
scoundrel there needs to be the seed of honor so that both death and 
generational curse cycles can be broken. 
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IV. Honor Old People—Leviticus 19:32 


A. You must stand (the scripture says) when a person with white hair enters the 
room. In principle, you are honoring their life experience. If they’ve gone 
through all these years with all the battles and struggles that life presents to an 
individual, when they walk in the room and you stand up you are honoring 
their survival skills. 

B. You are honoring their ability to impart knowledge. You are literally saying, 
“God, we honor you for bringing this person through all of these hell 
experiences.” 

C. Anytime you dishonor anyone that is older, you are expressing tremendous 
disrespect for the struggles and the battles that they have gone through. What 
was a success for them becomes a defeat for you because you showed 
dishonor. 

D. Read II Kings 2. 


V. Honor the Gift and the Anointing in You——Psalm 8:4-6 


A. In this phrase “made him a little lower than the angels” the translation is 
“you’ve made him as Elohim.” In other words, you put the God factor in man (He 
was made in the image and likeness of God). The man was crowned with glory 
and honor. 


B. Read Psalm 49: 11-12, 20 


A man or a woman that has been anointed with honor and doesn’t understand he’s 
been crowned with honor that man functions with beastly instincts. 


The reason we have gang crimes, drug problems, and sexual problems like 
prostitution and pornography is human beings around the world don’t understand 
the gift of honor they’ ve been crowned with. 


Concluding scripture--Ecclesiastes 10:1 


It’s like a foolish person that doesn’t understand wisdom and honor. When a 
person doesn’t understand wisdom and honor, there is the spirit of death. If 
you look at all of our prisons and the numbers of young men and women in 
them, the bottom line is an honor problem. They did not honor life, their 
neighbors, their teachers, their spiritual leaders, and their parents. They don’t 
honor government, or laws, or the rights of spiritual life. The dangers of that 
are people who become incarcerated, not just in physical prisons, but in a 
spiritual maze, are not able to release themselves. 
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The lack of submission in ministries is a lack of honor. We don’t know how to show 
honor. We don’t know where to show honor. Let us pray. 
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The Spirit Of Honor by Tudor Bismark 
Developing Honor presented by Pastor Marie Herring 


Keynote Scripture: Romans 13:7-8 


Introduction: It is God’s requirement that we honor every life source that He has given. 
The law of the universe is the law of reciprocity—-when you give something, God then 
entitles the universe to give back to you. We will look at five biblical examples where 
dishonor has been shown-—Moses, Lucifer, Noah, Jabez, and Absalom. 


I. Read 1Timothy 5:17—If there is a requirement to show double honor, it means that the 
minimum requirement is to show honor. If people don’t know how to show honor, how 
then do they calculate double honor? So we want to look at how to develop the spirit of 
honor. 


Ii. Read 1Timothy 5:3,4—There are different levels in which we show honor. If you have 
somebody that’s much younger, that’s become a widow, they have to learn instruction 
first because honor is developed and honor is earned. So if you’re going to show an elder 
double honor, the person does not become an elder by the laying on of hands 
automatically. The person becomes an elder by serving consecutively and consistently 
over a period of time. And by their service, then that individual is a candidate for honor. 


If. Look at areas where dishonor has been shown: 
A. Read Numbers 12:1-15 


1. Miriam was Moses chief intercessor. She had been praying for Moses, 
her future leader for eighty years. One would think that after praying for 
the leader for over eighty years she would have some spiritual rights over 
his life. 


2. Anyone showing dishonor could hinder the spiritual breakthrough of a 
ministry. This must be dealt with. 


3. Anytime God will spit in the face of a ministry, that ministry is going to 
suffer leprosy. Isolation. Leprosy is the disease that attacks the nervous 
system. You can’t feel anymore. People who have leprosy, your nervous 
system is attacked. You lose sensitivity—sensitivity to the Spirit, 
sensitivity to the times, the season, to your gift, to the people in your life. 
And Miriam had to be taken outside the camp because this leprosy, this 
dishonor, could have been contagious. Lesser people could have caught 
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the spirit of dishonor and inhibited the process of what God wanted to do. 
And so she had to be cured from the spirit of dishonor. 


4. Watch this very carefully. Anytime the spirit of dishonor is shown, the individuals that 
show it begin to die systematically. They begin to lose their spiritual sensitivity. They 
become critical. They become cynical, almost facetious. They start gathering a camp of 
people around them to start attacking the leader or the ministry. Then they start 
fabricating stories, one story upon another, and crazy people start to believe stuff that 
they know doesn’t even make sense! God says “I’m drawing the line right here. I will not 
tolerate it.” 


115 


The Spirit Of Honor by Tudor Bismark 
How To Develop The Spirit Of Honor continued 


Presented by Pastor Marie Herring 


Continuation: It is amazing that the person Miriam dishonored was the only person that 
God would hear their prayer. There was no one else in the camp that could intercede on 
behalf of that person. It has to do with spiritual covering. 


I. In chapter 28 of the book of Ezekiel, and chapter fourteen of the book of Isaiah, Lucifer 
blatantly in heaven dishonored God his creator. And God said “You’re out of here!” The 
principle is that there are people in the church—ask Lucifer—who will believe the person 
showing dishonor more than they will believe the creator of the ministry. God was the 
creator of the ministry, yet one-third of the angels believed the person showing dishonor. 


A. So if people leave the church because of dishonor, don’t be discouraged. They 
left God. So lift up your heads, o ye gates and be ye lifted up ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in. 


B. The first way you show the spirit of honor is that you sow a seed of honor. 
Moses did not disregard his sister. Moses did not rebuke his sister. He actually 
offered a sacrifice of honor for his sister. 


C. If there are individuals in the church that are dissing your leader, all you do is 
say, “I’m not talking to you about this. That’s my pastor. I don’t believe that 
story.” You show the seed of honor. 


D. Aaron, the high priest, and Miriam, the intercessor were not permitted into the 
Promised Land. Dishonor will keep you out of the promise of God. 


II. Read Genesis 9:19—-Anytime you have an individual who goes away from their 
corporate mandate and anointing, they become inebriated on the byproduct of their gift. 


A. The Bible says that he became uncovered not in the world. He became 
uncovered in his tent, in his church. He lost his covering. He was naked and 
open. When Ham saw his father uncovered, it opened an avenue for him to be 
uncovered. Because if your father can do something and get away with it, you 
tend to feel like you can do the same thing and get away with it. Ham sowed a 
seed of dishonor. 


B. So the two boys, Shem and Japheth, came in backward with their covering. 
Because whenever you have a father that uncovers himself, and te son speaks 
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bad about that covering, you open the door to the curse your father has 
initiated. 


C. Watch what happens. Even though Ham was wrong, Noah, who was the king 
of the world, was still anointed even though he made this mistake. When 
Noah wakes up and finds out that his son had sown the seed of dishonor, Noah 
then cursed his lineage. This is what he said (read verse 25). 


III. Read Exodus 22:28—The Bible says, “Thou shalt not revile the gods.” In other 
words, you have to show honor to whom honor is due. If you don’t have an anointing to 
deal with certain stuff in the spirit, let it be. And you are not to curse the ruler of a people. 
Everybody’s entitled to his or her viewpoints, but no one is authorized to rebuke or curse 
your ruler. You’re not authorized to do that. It breeds dishonor. So you bless your 
leaders. 


IV. Read Leviticus 19:14—In other words, if you show dishonor to lesser people that — 
have lesser gifts... Deaf means they can’t hear. It means spiritual lack. They can’t hear a 
word from the Lord. Blind means they can’t see by revelation. If you dishonor them in 
any way, the Bible says “I am the life source. You get what they are.” Show honor. 


V. Read 1Chronicles 4:9-10—-Jabez’s brothers were honorable, but Jabez was more 
honorable. His mother named him born in sorrow, but Jabez did not ever dis his mother 
or dishonor his mother or hate his mother. He prayed (verse 10). 


VI. Look at Jesus as our example. On the cross, while He was dying, He prayed the 
prayer, “Forgive them.” In other words, I am showing honor to them irrespective of what 
they’ ve done to me because he was purchasing His generations. 


VII. The story of Absalom is one of the most tragic Biblical stories. Here is a man who 
has everything going for him. He was extremely good looking. The Scripture says that his 
hair was thick and massive. Hair in the Scripture speaks of covering. 
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How To Build Honor by Tudor Bismark 
Proverbs 3:13-16 


Presented by Pastor Marie Herring 


Introduction: We discussed Jabez in our last session, where the Scripture says that Jabez 
was more honorable than his brethren simply because despite the fact he was 
disadvantaged, and despite the fact that he had so many struggles in his early years, he 
kept his spirit pure and he would not in any way defame, criticize, or speak ill of his 
mother, That’s what made him more honorable than his brethren. 


I. Pray For The Spirit Of Wisdom—James 1: 2-5—It’s scriptural to pray for wisdom 
A. Proverbs 4:7-8 


1. Every person, no matter how old you are, it is absolutely necessary and 
vital that literally on a daily basis that you pray for wisdom, because 
wisdom will bring you honor. 


2. A lot of decisions that are made, a lot of positions that are taken are 
taken with a lack of wisdom. Pray for wisdom. 


3. One of the things that wisdom will instruct you in is that wisdom will 
never allow you to tear another person down because if you tear any 
person down, you could be tearing your future. The person sitting next to 
you could be your future employer, literally. 


4, Wisdom will bring you honor where people who don’t know you will 
honor you. And you will have the spirit to honor people. You will show 
respect for weak people. You will show respect for strong people. You 
will show respect to poor people. You will show honor and respect for 
wealthy people. You will know how to come in before great people, yet 
you will be gentle with those that are maimed and scarred and hurting. 


5. Jesus was the epitome of wisdom. He honored the prostitute... 
II. Pray for humility—Proverbs 15:33—The second way to build honor is humility. 


A. Generally, humility is the sum total of the capacity of a person’s spirit to 
submit itself to the power of God. That’s the sum total of humility that your spirit, 
your gifting, as it is submitted to God. 
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B. A person’s strength is seen in their humility. See how Moses responded to 
Miriam and Aaron in Numbers 12:3 


lll. Walking in the Spirit of Integrity and Being Upright in Conduct—The third way to 
build honor 


A. Proverbs 26:1—Wise individuals know how to conduct themselves. 
IV. Serving—Proverbs 27:17-18 


A. Serving produces honor. Elisha, if you can serve Elijah you can reap the seeds 
of honor. Joshua, if you can serve Moses, you get the benefits of honor. David, if 
you can serve Saul, you get the benefits that honor has produced. “Iron sharpens 
iron”—in other words, metals that are compatible to each other complement each 
other when they work together and they function together. It creates a balance. In 
other words, if you are a stronger metal to a lesser metal, you have to understand 
the way those function so you don’t destroy somebody that’s of a lesser gift. But 
where you elevate them to where you can sharpen them and not destroy them. 


Questions: Read Proverbs 8:6 


1. What are some consequences you have experienced when you did not walk in 
the spirit of wisdom? 


2. How do you respond when you are attacked? If you walk in any spirit other 
than humility, you give legitimacy to the individuals that attacked you and God 
cannot fight on your behalf. 


3. Who do you look to as a model for integrity? Read Proverbs 11:3 


4. What service opportunities are available in your local church for the “young 
lions” (up and coming)? 


5. Have you ever witnessed a church split or major dissension in a local assembly 
due to lack of service opportunities for the young lions? 
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Bible Study Questions 


Gender: Male___— Female 
Age: 10-20__; 21-30__;31-40__; 41-50__; 51-60__; 61-70__; 71 and above __ 


1. How has the study of “Honor” change your life? 


2. Had you thought about the fact that you should be honored because you are a life 
source and because you belong to God? Does honor have anything to do with your place 
in life? Explain. 


3. When we dishonor, our life is cut short and our destiny is affected. What are the levels 
of honor? 


4. What are some biblical references of people who showed dishonor? What happened to 
them? 


5. What is the principle or lesson to be learned from this study? 


APPENDIX C 
SERMONS AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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From a struggle to a Princess Acts 9:36-43 


Every saved woman or girl is the daughter of a king, God’s princess. We are the 
arms of God and His representative is the earth realm. We are the conduits of His 
goodness. The more we pour out, the more we receive. Tabitha lived a simple life, but it 
was one significant enough to get the attention of a community and a God determined to 
bring her back to life. She was brought back from death, bringing revival for those 
around her. We are all given this opportunity, princesses, to arise from a life of death and 
a life of struggle, bound by our own selfish pursuits, to truly live by giving. “Tabitha” is 
the Hebrew equivalent to Dorcas, whose name means ‘the female of a roebuck’ or ‘a 
gazelle’ — an emblem of beauty. Tabitha is the name of a princess of Judah, the mother of 
King Joah. In the seaport town of Joppa she became known for her charitable works. 
Tabitha must have been a woman of means to serve humanity as freely as she did. She 
was a Christian, because she is called, “a certain disciple,” and is included among the 
numerous disciples mentioned in the New Testament. When Tabitha passed, it was a sad 
day for the church at Joppa when one of its most beloved and devoted members died in 
the midst of her works of charity. Tabitha’s life gives us some parting principles to keep 


us reminded of what is truly important. 


1. Be faithful — Live life 100 percent in all you do. Be sold out, totally 
committed to everything God had placed in your world. Don’t merely glaze 
over your faith, your marriage, your work, your life. A life lived with 
complete commitment to all you are afforded is the richest life ofall. It 
doesn’t matter how much you have or don’t have, it is the quality of life that 
makes all the difference in the world to you and to others. Be faithful in what 
you were created to do. Commitment is the cornerstone of a life that is lived 
with integrity. Integrity will still be telling your story long after you are gone. 
Keep the faith even when others don’t seem to appreciate your contributions. 
Remember, even flowers don’t sprout exactly where the seed was planted. 
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Roots travel. They travel to where the ground is most fertile and 
accommodating. Be faithful even when you can’t see God moving because He 
is still at work. It is in the time when you see Him moving the least that He is 
up to the most. 


2. Be fruitful — Don’t be afraid to give the flowers you have away and make 
room to cultivate more. We were created to bear fruit that doesn’t disappear 
after one sitting. It should remain in fragrance and in sweet after taste. True 
faithfulness is more about what you plant than what you harvest for yourself. 
Harvest is an automatic given. What you sow you will reap, so plant well and 
be fruitful. 


3. Give of yourself — it is not what you give materially that makes the difference; 
it is the spirit in which you give. It is easy to give things and divorce yourself 
from the exchange. True giving comes from the heart. It requires you to give 
of yourself. The difference Tabitha was able to make was not because of the 
garments these women received, it was her, the whole person. They knew 
each thing they received from her was a labor of love. It was an investment of 
herself that come from a heart that embraced them in their suffering and need. 
They knew they were not just a charitable project. They were important and 
significant in Tabitha’s mind. 


4. Bea source of revival. 
Life. That’s what we were created to give. “Be fruitful and multiply” was the 


first assignment given to the man and woman in the garden. The room should 
change when you walk in because you bring more life into the atmosphere. 
The life you carry within you by the spirit of the living God is the same life 
you dispense to others through thoughts, words, and deeds. The words you 
speak can change people. The kindnesses you extend can transform hearts 
with the impartation of life; you can start a bonfire that burns and lights the 
way for others. 


A heart revived from brokenness becomes a beacon of hope to someone else who is 
suffering. Your life should provoke and stir others to good works, to thirst and hunger 
after righteousness, to desire the experience of Kingdom living. They will want to know 
God because you make it look so good. The world is waiting for examples that reflect 


who God truly is. Now is your chance to show them. 
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Prayer 


I will not overlook the opportunity afforded me to give life to those around me. I will 
plant seeds that will produce a legacy of life, hope, and joy in the lives of them, trusting 


God to give the increase in the appropriate season. 


Trust in the Lord — Prov. 3:5-16 


The only way we can make sure that our lives work the way they’re supposed to 
is if we trust God at every level. Many times we can’t trust anybody else because we 
don’t trust ourselves. Better yet, when you don’t know who you are, then it’s hard for you 
to trust someone else. 

Imagine you wake up tomorrow and discovered your identity had been stolen? 
Driver licenses discarded. Credit cards carried off. No proof of who you are and no 
record of where you belong. What would you do? Someone did assume my identity 
years ago ~ that’s an eerie and terrible feeling. What would you do? I bet you'd fight, 
wouldn’t you? You'd do everything possible to reclaim your identity. You know whom 
you are, and no one can take that from you. It’s time to fight for what has been stolen. 
Spiritual identity theft is a problem I see every day. Satan (the thief) is proficient at 
convincing saints that they are sinners, unworthy and unwanted, and hiding the record of 


your true nature. But I feel compelled of the Lord to remind you of who you really are: 


You are sons and daughters of God! You belong to your Father! 
And because you belong to your Heavenly Father, you are in line 
for all the blessings that He has laid up in store for you. Psalm 
16:11 says, “at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 
Trust in the Lord.... 
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In Proverbs 3:5-16, Solomon points out three specific times when it is most crucial to 


trust God: 


When things happen that you don’t understand 
*When life takes unexpected turns, you don’t have to understand 


everything that’s happening. Instead, you need to put your trust in God. 


*In Genesis 16, Abraham and Sarah didn’t understand God’s promise of a 
son. They figured they were too old and God was mistaken. So they took 
control of the situation, and Abraham took Hagar as his surrogate wife. 
When Hagar gave birth to Ishmael, God let them know that his word was 
not yet fulfilled, and Sarah would bear Isaac. 


*When pilots fly at night, they have a panel of instruments to guide them 
since they can’t see where they’re going. These gauges on the instrument 
panel are a thousand times more reliable than the pilot’s own sense of 
direction. 


Lean not to your own understanding. 


*Your own sense of understanding will not get you through life, but 
trusting God when you don’t understand, will. 


It is most crucial to trust God: 
When you are faced with a decision: 


*It’s not just the big decisions we need to trust God with; we need to turn 
to him on any decision. (Business, highway, shopping) 
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*Leaving God out of one area of your life can lead to the destruction of 
the other areas. 


*The way you manage the different areas of your life comes down to the 
kind of decisions you make. 


*In all your decisions, you need to acknowledge God, and let him play his 
role in that decision. 


*Making a decision the way God wants you to is a way of trusting God. 


It is most crucial to trust God: 


When the future seems uncertain. 


*When the future seems cold and dreary, put your trust in God because He 
can handle it with certainty. 


*God makes your path straight by giving you a sense of identity 


*Trusting God means that you don’t have to try to make sense of all the 
areas of your life — He will make sense of them for you. I didn’t know 
why I was retiring from teaching, but I had to trust God. 


*Trust and obedience go hand in hand. By obeying God, you show that 
you trust Him. 


The greatest compliment somebody can give you is trust. Favor is nothing 
but trust. You gave favor to those you trust; you give your car keys to 
people you trust. You give the code to your alarm system to people you 
trust. You open up your heart to people you trust. You give your life to 
people you trust. 
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*In order to trust in God, you must totally surrender: 


a. your will, your ideas 
b. your desires 
c: And your future into God’s hands 


Most of us have a tendency to claim trust in God. However, at the first sign of any 
difficulty or trial, we think that God must not love us because He is allowing this 
difficulty to happen. The trial is exactly what God is using to test the level of trust that we 
have in Him. You cannot dwell on the past and please God, you must dwell on God and 
he will plan your future. A little boy went into an art gallery with his mother. He was 
fascinated with all of the art pieces and paintings on the wall. He came upon this painting 
titled “Checkmate.” It was a painting of the devil and a man playing chess. The devil had 
this big grin on his face. On the chessboard, it seemed obvious that he had won. That’s 
why the painting was titled “Checkmate.” The little boy stood staring at the picture. The 
mother said, son, we have to move on. There are others waiting to see the picture. The 
boy said “Mom, there is something about this picture that is not right’. The boy was an 
avid chess player himself. As he continued to look at the chessboard and its pieces, it 
seemed that there was no other place for the man to move. The devil’s grin seemed to 
have gotten wider. The mother 
came back and told her son that it was time for them to leave. The little boy said ok, but 
something doesn’t seem right. As they began to walk out of the art gallery, the boy said, 
“Wait a minute.” He ran back to the painting and looked at the chess pieces. He said, 
“Mom, the man has not lost, because the King has another move”. The King has another 
move. This is why we need to trust in the Lord. Because when all hope is gone; when we 


have nowhere to turn; when hell hounds are on your track, and trying to turn you back; 
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when your back is against the wall, and you can’t go to the right or left, and can’t go 
forward; Just remember that all are not lost; Don’t give up; Don’t back up, because the 


King has another move. I will trust in the Lord-I will trust in the Lord-until I die. 


I decree to you today: 


Trust in the Lord will all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding, 

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and he shall direct thy paths 

Be not wise in thine own eyes; fear the Lord, and depart from evil. 

It shall be health to thy naval, and marrow to thy bones. 

Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine increase 

So shall thy barns be filled with plants, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 


When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not 


stumble, 
Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go; keep her; for she is thy life. 
Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 


When you realize who your Daddy is 
When you realize who you belong to 
When you realize you’re a child of the king 


When you realize your life is in the Lord’s hand 
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The one who was born of a virgin 

The one who suffered unto Pontus Pilot 

The one who went to Calvary’s cross 

The one who died for our sins, buried in a borrowed tomb 

The one who was raised from the dead with all power in His hand 


The one who is coming back again for His Church, those who trust in Him 


Let Peace be within thy Walls — Eph.2:10-14 


I want to lift a word, which is to be found in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. There 
is none among us who does not at some deep, personal level long for the reality of peace. 
I would remind you that the absence of war and conflict do not constitute the presence of 


peace. 


Peace — real peace — is an internal thing 
Peace — real peace — enables you to sleep when the wind is howling 


Peace — real peace — assures you of the right even when standing in the 
presence of wrong 


Peace — real peace — lets you see yourself standing when all around you 
are falling. 


Everybody longs for real peace. 


Paul knew that within the church there was the absence of real, genuine, abiding peace. 
There was, as you know, a division in the church — a division which ran along the lines of 
Jews and Gentiles. The Jews were the upper crust; the Gentiles were the uncircumcised. 


The Jews had been there a long time; the Gentiles had just gained entrance. ‘The Jews 
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understood the impact and the importance of the ceremonial law; the Gentiles were 
babes, just learning this new religion. As a result, there was something in that community 


which created a sense of strife and, to be sure, created or caused the absence of peace. 


You do remember that the temple at Jerusalem was a temple divided. It was not 
simply divided spiritually, but it was indeed divided physically. The temple had all kinds 
of classes of people. The Jews could only go so far, and then there was a wall. And 
beyond that wall sat the women. And beyond that wall sat the Gentiles. Every man 
behind a wall. The wall. The wall. The wall created division. The wall created strife. The 
wall means separation. The wail divided husbands from wives. The wall divided men 


from women. The wall divided Jews from Gentiles, and therefore there was no peace. 


Walls. Walls are important. They are a part of the Biblical legacy. You may recall 
that it was Isaiah who declared that a watchman ought to stand on the wall to warn the 
city of the danger that lurked on the outside, to warn them of the advancing enemy. The 
watchman’s job was also to stand on the wall to tell those on the inside of the city of the 


danger that was within. 


The wall. Important in the history of Israel. You recall that Nehemiah, in the 
midst of the Exile, received a word that somehow the walls of the old city, of the old 
temple, had fallen down, that the gates had been destroyed by fire. It was then that 
Nehemiah requested of the King permission to go home to rebuild the walls and restore 
the gates to their former position, as he put it, “in order that we be no more a reproach to 
our people.” From the book of Ezra, Zerrubabel had the assignment of rebuilding the 


wall, And while others counseled with him about coming down from the wall, he 
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declared, “I cannot come down from the wall because he has assigned me to this task and 


to this charge”. 
Walls. Walls are funny things. 


Walls not only invade our lives physically, but also affect our lives emotionally. 
They influence our lives mentally. Walls bother our lives psychologically. Are you aware 


of the wall in your life? Are you aware of the wall that lurks in your own mind? 


Let me remind you that a wall is, in the first instance, a defense mechanism. The 
wall is designed to shut out. It protects me from you. A wall defends me from being 
known for what I am. If there is no wall, you can see my weakness and I can see your 
weakness, and therefore, to defend myself, to protect myself, to shield myself, I build a 


wall. 


A wall. A wall also prevents communications. A wall prevents communication 
because as long as a wall exists I can possibly know that you are talking, but I can’t 
understand what you’re saying. And, as long as I don’t understand what you are saying, 
then there is no communication, and where there is no communication, there can be no 


peace. 


A wall. A wall isn’t only a defense mechanism and not only does a wall prevent 
communication, but a wall also prevents sight. Somehow, the wall is there as a barrier to 
keep me from seeing you and also to keep you from seeing me. When I cannot see you, I 


cannot sense you, I cannot understand you. I cannot appreciate you. 


As long as the wall is there, I cannot see the smile on your face and therefore 
share in your joy 


As long as the wall is there, I cannot see the frown on your face and therefore 
participate in your pain 


As long as the wall is there, I cannot see the tear that flows down your cheek, and 
therefore I am insulated from your heart. 


As long as the wall is there, I have a defense mechanism. I cannot see you, I 
cannot hear you, there is no communication, and therefore, because our 
relationship is incomplete, because our relationship is not full, because I have not 
really sought to share with you and you have not sought to legitimately share with 
me — therefore, there is no peace. 


And so, these walls are destructive to the very purpose of the church. Remember that the 
| wall divided the circumcised from the uncircumcised, men from women, Jews from 
Gentiles — separated in the palace of God. What does it say? It says to us that there is a 
danger in compartmentalized Christianity. Walls create compartments. Walls create the 
rooms of our own personal religiosity. The problem comes whenever one segment 
interferes with the other. Therefore, we have separate choirs because we cannot all sing 
together. We have separate clubs and organizations, and cliques, and personal 
arrangements, and friends, because we are comfortable in our own compartmentalized 


Christianity. 


He did not say, “Upon this rock I will build my organizations.” 

He did not say, “Upon this rock I will build my choir ministry.” 

He did not say, “Upon this rock I will build my usher ministry.” 

He said, “Upon this rock I will build my church”. 
But as long as we are comfortable with our compartments, there is no peace! Consider 
the wall. There are two kinds of walls. There is, first of all, a bearing wall. A bearing wall 
is a wall you cannot do without. A bearing wall is designed to bear the weight of the 


structure. The wall with the windows in it is a bearing wall because it holds up the weight 
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of the roof. But it cannot be a bearing wall unless it is connected to the foundation. Now, 
if the wall that is around your life is not connected to the foundation, it is not a bearing 
wall. If the walls around your life are not connected to the rock, it will not sustain the 
weight of your problems, your difficulties, your trials; it will not sustain the weight of 
your tribulations. You need to be connected to the rock. I Corin. 3:11 states “For other 
foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” There is a 


bearing wail. 


There is also this other wall of which Ephesians speaks. It is the middle wall. It is 
the interior wall. You can move that wall, and the building will still stand. Now, the 
problem with the interior wall is that we create them. We make up our own interior walls. 
We make up our own middle walls. And what is the middle wall? The middle wall is 
there because discrimination is there. The middle wall is there because hatred is there — 
envy is there—strife is there. And as long as there is a middle wall, there is no peace! 
Throughout the scriptures God is about the business of doing something about the wall. 
When the children of Israel made it to the Promised Land, the first thing that God had to 


do was deal with the wall. 


Come here Joshua! There’s a wall, Joshua, there are some folk on the inside. 
Some on the outside. Joshua, there’s a wall. The haves are divided from the have- 
nots. Joshua, there’s a wall. The upper crust is divided from the no-crust. The 
popular are divided from the unpopular. Joshua, get your army and get seven 
trumpets and walk around the wall for 7 days and blow your trumpet seven times 
because the wall, the wall must come down. 


As long as there is a wall, there is no peace! God is always dealing with the wall. 


The Apostle Paul says that Jesus saw the wall that divided men from women, the 


circumcised from the uncircumcised, Jews from Gentiles. He says that He broke down 
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the middle wall of partition. How are you going to have your walls broken down? “All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way”. The wall 
comes down when you quickly acknowledge that because of your sin, you too are in need 
of forgiveness. Once you realize your own need for forgiveness, your walls, your 


obstructions, your barriers have to come down. 

God has a plan of redemption. The word is that God never leaves us with the 
middle walls in our lives, because of something that we put into every middle wall. Every 
middle wall that you’ve ever seen in your life has one thing in it; it has a door! If there 
were no door in a middle wall, we would be caught in a rat maze; we would be left to go 
around and around but never find a way out. There must be a door. There is a door. It is 
connected to your heart. But nobody will come bursting in. Nobody will break down your 
door. The lock is not on the outside. The lock is on the inside. And Jesus says: “Behold, | 
stand at the door and knock.” I’m knocking on your middle wall. And if you will open 


up, I will come in and sup with you and you with Me. 


Is there peace in the presence of these middle walls? Paul says to the Ephesians: 
“For he is our peace.” Apart from Him there is no peace. Apart from the presence of 
Christ in your life, there is no peace. Apart from the power of God in my life, there is no 


peace. 


But when love comes in, when grace comes in, when power comes in, when 
sanctification comes in; when justification comes in; when the Holy Ghost comes in, I 


have peace...peace...Jehovah Shalom. 
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You Can Survive the Sifting — Luke 22:31, 32 


“Simon, Simon, Satan has begged for permission to sift you as wheat”. One thing 
we in this country will do is that we celebrate survivors. When we read about people who 
have faced death, sickness or destruction and they come through undefeated; when 
people have managed to go through something and have come out unscathed and their 


heads lifted high and their shoulders back-in this country, we celebrate survivors. When 
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the earthquake hit Haiti, Tsunami in Japan and the people had resolve that they are going 
to be alright, we were amazed and celebrated the fact that the people were so orderly and 
seemed so strong after having lost loved ones. In this country we celebrated survivors. 

In this particular text, it’s really about the story of Peter’s survival. However, 
Peter is not the only survivor. I believe if I were to poll the people in this sanctuary today 
there are many of us who will confess that we have our own story of survival. There are 
many of us who will confess that the situation we found ourselves in, if it had not been 
for the Grace of God and God guiding our footsteps, we would not have made it through. 
Peter in this particular pericope has been picked out to be picked on. All of us can testify 
today that there were times in our lives that we felt that the Sovereign picked us out to 
suffer. There were times when we were minding our own business and we feel that God 
singled us out to be sifted by Satan. But when that happens, brothers and sisters, we need 
to understand that whenever God had chosen us to suffer, whenever we feel we’ve been 
picked out to be picked on, what God is doing is trying to expose us to another dimension 
of his Grace, for we need to understand that Grace is not about simply receiving the 


unmerited from God but it is also about helping us endure some things. There is another 


dimension of Grace, and that dimension is when God doesn’t remove the pain, He does 
not remove us out of that context, but he leaves us there and challenges us to endure. 
The text is about Peter’s story of survival. Somebody came here today, you look 
good on the outside; you’re struggling; you’re going through something; you’re about to 
throw in the towel; you’re about to raise the white flag, but God sent me here to tell you 
and encourage you, to let you know that you can survive what you’re going through, that 


God before the foundation of the world knew what you would go through and God will 
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never take you to it without provision to take you through it. So I want to share with you 


how Peter was able to survive the hell he went through. Because it’s just a matter of time 


before God sends you through a sifting season in your life. In fact I dare to say that if 


things are going well in your life right now, don’t go to bed thinking you have missed 


your moment of misery, because if you keep waking up saying “good morning,” one day 


you’re going to find yourself going through a sifting season. Peter was able to survive 


this situation because he had a few things going for him. 


he 


Peter had the assignment of Satan. Jesus looks at Peter in the face and says 
Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. May I park there 
parenthetically and tell you that the devil’s assignment is to sift you. John 
10:10 — the devil has come to steal, kill and destroy. That’s his assignment. 
His assignment is to take you through a process of separation. That word sifter 
means, to separate. It’s a device designed to tear apart that which is valuable 
from that which is not valuable. A sifter is designed to smooth out the flour. 
It’s designed to separate stuff. A sifter will shake stuff up, and that’s what the 
devil wants to do. The devil wants to shake us up, the devil wants to tear us 
apart. He wants to rip you from your faith, rip you from your family, rip you 
from your friends, rip you from your finances. It is the devil’s job to separate 
us. Jesus looks Peter in the face and says, “Simon, Satan wants to sift you”. 

The Sovereign says, Simon, Satan has begged for permission to sift you 
and I have given Him permission. I’ve told the devil, if you want him you can 
have him. Well, the question then becomes, God why would you allow the 
devil to sift me? If I’m your child, if I’m loving, if I’m doing the best I can, if 
I’m your servant, if I’m faithful in my engagement, if ’m exemplary in my 
deportment, if I’m doing what you told me to do, then the question is why 
would you allow Satan to sift me? 

Then the Lord says, I’ll tell you why, because the devil is taking you 
through the sifter for the purpose of separation, but I’m allowing you to go 
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through because what the devil thinks is separation, it’s really sanctification. 
Because there are some things in your life that you have to be separated from, 
so what I’m doing is, I’m subcontracting Satan to get you to the best place you 
can be. I’m allowing the devil to take you through a process to get the best 
you out of you. There is another you inside of you — behind the mess is a 
missionary, behind the promiscuous you is a purified you and in order to get 
the best you out of you, I got to allow you to go through some stuff. You want 
me to tell you that you can be all you can without going through some stuff. 
The devil is a liar. God told me to tell you that in this life you have to be 
shaken up; in this life you have to lose some stuff. But God says that whatever 
you lose for my sake, I'll give it back to you. 

I believe there is somebody who can say, “out of all the hell I been 
through, I still have joy, I still have praise, I still have my right mind. Tell 
your neighbor, “You have to have the assignment of Satan.” The devil’s job 
is to sift you as wheat. Don’t ever be surprised when you’re being sifted; don’t 
ever be surprise when you drink tears for water; don’t ever be surprised when 
people rise up against you for no reason at all. The job of the devil is to sift 
you. Why are you tripping when things go wrong; why are you tripping when 
people scandalize your name; why are you frustrated when people lie on, hurt 
your feelings. It’s the job of Satan. But there’s a better you inside of you. I’ve 
got to let you suffer; I’ve got to let you cry. It is only when you cry that you 
know that tears are temporary. Because weeping may endure for a night, but 
joy come in the morning. 

Peter was able to survive because he had the assistance of the savior. It’s 
in the text. Simon, Satan desires to sift you as wheat, BUT, - please don’t miss 
this. Simon I know you’re worried because I gave Satan my permission, But - 
you have my prayers. While he is plotting on you, I’ll be praying for you; 
while he is undermining you, I am under-girding you; while he is conniving 
on you, I am covering you. 

You need to know Peter that a good prayer beats a good plot any day. And 
I’m talking to somebody right now who ought to give God crazy praise 
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because folks been plotting on you, but while your plotters were plotting, you 
had a prayer warrior praying for you. You ought to give God praise because if 
it hadn’t been for somebody praying for you, if it had not been for the 
sovereign supplementing on your behalf, if it had not been for the Lord on 
your side you don’t know where you'd be. Jesus tells Peter, “I know that 
you’re worried, but I prayed for you.” 

Now look at the order of Jesus Prayer. There are 3 you’s in verses 31 and 
32. The first two you’s are in plural form. Satan wants you all. But verse 32-1 
prayed for you; the you is singular. Satan desires to sift all of you as wheat, 
but I prayed for you, specifically, especially. Now why would God single 
Peter out? Because Peter has access to the anointing. The devil specializes in 
bringing down the head, or those in leadership, because he knows if he can 
discombobulate the head, the rest will follow. That’s why we in leadership 
have to be so careful not to become a tool in the devil’s hand. So Jesus was 
telling Peter, I know what the devil is doing, but I’ve prayed for you, 
specifically. 

Now, look at the object of his prayer. He is praying that his faith won’t 
fail. He’s not praying for stuff. He’s not praying for your house or car or 
money. The devil doesn’t care about your money; he cares about your faith. 
Without faith it is impossible to please God; you’ve got to have the shield of 
faith; you have to walk by faith and not by sight. The Devil is after your faith. 
Jesus says, “I’m praying for you, for when you go through the storms of life, I 
want you to know that you have the ability to hold on to your faith. Because if 
I have faith, I can get another car; if I have faith I can get more money. I’m 
going to hold on to my faith. 

Now, look at the outcome if his Prayer. I’m praying that your faith will not 
fail. He’s not praying that Peter won’t make a mistake; He’s not praying that 
Peter won’t deny Him; He knows he will deny him. I’m praying Peter that 
you're failing won’t make you feel like a failure. Failing is what you did and 
not who you are. Just because you failed doesn’t mean you are a failure, There 


is favor after failing. You’re able to get up again. 
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Peter had the Assurance of the savior. [When thou art converted 
strengthen thy brother]. We have the assurance that we will still be standing. 
After the devil has tried everything he could to destroy me, I'll still be 
standing. You’re going through some stuff that would have caused you to lose 
your mind. But you’re still standing. You been through some sickness that 
could have taken you out, but you’re still standing. You’ve been in some 
places where you shouldn’t have been, but you’re still standing. 

Now, you don’t wait for the choir to sing you happy. You don’t wait for 
the preacher to preach you happy. But when you think of the goodness of 
Jesus and all he’s done for you, your soul ought to cry “Halleluiah.” I must 
realize that what I’m going through is not just for me, but the Lord is taking 
me through to help my brother and sister, “and when you have been 
converted, strengthen your brother”. When you come into the knowledge of 


the Lord Jesus Christ, turn around and strengthen your brother. 
*There is no secret, what God can do — what he’s done for others, hell do for you. 


*Be not dismayed whatever be tied, God will take care of you; Beneath his wings where 


love abide, God will take care of you. 

*] am connected to a savior 

He came to his own and his own received him not 

*I am connected to a savior 

He came bled and died on an old rugged cross 

*T am connected to a savior 

He was buried in Joseph’s new tomb 

He was raised from the dead with all power in his hand 
*Because he lives, I can face tomorrow 


*Because he lives, all fear is gone 
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*Because I know who holds the future and life is worth the living just because he lives 


You can survive the sifting! 
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Sermon/Bible Study Questions 


Gender:M FT 


Age: under 18 ,19-25  , 26-40, 41-50, 51-60__,61-70__,7landup | 


1. What is the title and scripture of today’s sermon? 
Title 
Scripture 


2.Was your expectation met after hearing the title? Yes No __ 


3.What did you want to hear that you didn’t hear? 


4.How will you apply this Word this week? 
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